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Chronic Wasting Disease - Emerging Threats to Wildlife,
Human Health, Agriculture and the Canadian Economy

Presented By - Darrel Rowledge, Director, Alliance for Public Wildlife

ChronicWasting Disease (CWD) is the deer-version of the prion (protein)'mad cow disease'. CWD is both highly
infectious and easily spread among animals. There is no cure for this fatal disease. Mad cow resulted in interna-
tional trade sanctions on €anadian beef, costing our economy billions of dollars. BSE also jumped the "species
barrier"and killed 229 people in the UK, following consumption of contaminated beef. CWD was brought to
Canada through the importation of infected elk by the game farm industry in Saskatchewan. lt has since spread to
at least 90 other games farms across that province. CWD has also subsequently spread to free-ranging
white-tailed and mule deer in Saskatchewan and Alberta. lt is now literally on Manitoba's doorstep. CWD can be
spread through bodily fluids and excretions (saliva, blood, urine, faeces) from infected animals. The prions are
persistent and remain infectious in the environment. New research indicates that plants (including agricultural
crops) can take up the priors present in the soil, mobilizing them to plant tissues that are used for food by humans
and other animals. While transfer of the prions to humans has not been demonstrated, recent research indicates
that macaque monkeys (the closest non-human primate used in research) become infected after eating contami-
nated deer venison, with fatal consequences. A single transfer to a human, whether in Canada or abroad, would
have unthinkable consequences. As such, the U.S. in 2001 officially declared CWD as a "State of Emergency" and
other organizations in Europe are deeply concerned.

What does this mean for the potential threat to human health, to the thousands of hunter families that rely on
wildlife such as deer for food? Could the further spread of CWD lead to tocal extirpations of deer and other wildlife
(caribou, moose, elk)? How would the presence of CWD prions in our agricultural crops affect Canada's multi-bil-
lion dollar agriculture industry? What immediate steps must we take to avert these and why has government
policy not dealt effectively with the root cause in the first place?

Join us for an entightened presentation! Q&A session to follow. Refreshments provided.
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