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Park Logging Legislation Follows Years .of Work

Eric Reder, Manitoba Campaign Director, Weslern Canada Wildemess Commitiee

WHAT DID MANITOBANS get for Christmas?
We got a chance 10 preserve biological diversity,
a chance for clean air and clean water and climate
mitigetion, and peaceful places to unwind and enjoy
outdoor puesuits. Manitobans got natural ferests in
provincial parks.

On November 24, Premier Doer and his govern-
ment introduced Bill 3, a ban on commercial logging in
all provincial parks save Duck Mountain. This legisia-
tion is the cuimination of more fhan seventeen years
of campaigning, &'s the resuit of thousands of hours of
work, and it took tens of thousands of letters from ev-
eryday citizens to push government into action. Itis a
success for the organizations that have dedicated their
scarce resources towards this goal, for ihe individuals
who have deggedly pursued ihis end result, and itis a
great victory for future generations in Manitoba.

A Brief History of Park Logging Protest
In 1988, The Environment Aci came into ef-
fect in Manitoba, which in turn caused the creation

Spruce Woods is one of the many park forests slated to be

il
protected after April 1, 2009,

of the Clean Environment Commission (CEC), an
arms-length government agency lasked with doing
impartial reviews of aclivities affecting the environ-
ment. The first CEC review pertaining to commercial
forestry in Manitoba was released in 1992, and the
very succingt recommendation from the CEC was
that commercial foresiry activity in provincial parks
must be phased out. Many organizations spoke out
against park logging at those CEC hearings — Peter
Miller and Harvey Williams with TREE, John Shearer
with Manitoba Naturalisis Society and Roger Turenne
with CPAWS. While their work seemed to generale
resulls, the government at the time dismissed the
racommendation and park destruction continued.
Park logging battles raged around Duck Mountain
and Nopiming in the mid-ninefies as a new Provincial
Parks Actenshrined logging as a core activity for these
parks, and fogging corporations were given long-term
tenure over the parks. The establishment of the Model
Forest Network in eastern Maniloba was seen as a
potential solution to the ongoing war in the woods,

Joel Trenaman
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but those hopes slowly faded. One individual, Alice
Chambers, spent a great deal of energy cn reining in
the expanding forestry cperations on the east side of
the province before her untimely passing in 1998,

The new Wilderness Commitiee office in Mani-
toba 1ook up the park logging protest in 2000 with
public awareness efforts, including a Stop Park Log-
ging Educational Report and billboards. Very little
opporiunity for success existed at the time, as log-
ging corporations still had legal hold over the parks.
By 2005, ihe battle finally shifted as an unysual alli-
ance formed between passionate environmentalists,
cottagers, and professional hunting guides. Ron
Alexander, Pat and Russ Popp, and Dave Nickarz
were vocal and active in their defence of Nopiming
Park forests. With logging contracts set to expire, the
Wilderness Committee revived the Stop Park Log-
ging campaign in 20086. '

Debunking the myths surrounding the impacts of
logging became the goal of the latest push to end
park logging. While other jurisdictions had acknowl-
edged the impacts of logging a decade ago, forest-
ers in the provincial government as well as logging
corporations continued to press the argument that
tagging had the same impact as forest fires, or was
necessary for forest fire hazard reduction. Frequent
expeditions to investigate and chronicle logging in
parks, coupled with scientific studies on the effects
of logging brought io light the devastation occurring.
Theousands of people learned the real details of how

continued on page 4 »>



.

Volume 19, Number 1

January/February, 2009

(date of issue: February 1, 2009)
1

ece-joumal

is published five times per year by the
Manitoba Eco-Network/Reseau Ecologique du
Manitoba Inc. at

3rd Floor, 303 Portage Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 2B4

Phone: 204-947-6511 / Fax: 204-0808-8476
info@mbeconstwork.org
www.mbeconetwork.org

Editor: Joel Trenaman
editor@mbeconetwork.org

CONTRIBUTORS THIS ISSUE:

Tomas Chernitsky, Bob Grant, Sandra Krahn,
Anne Lindsey, Eric Reder, Karli Reimer,

Joe! Trenaman, Andrea Ulrich, Tessa Vanderhart,

Design & Layout: Tracey Shillington
www.simplelifedesigns.ca
MANITOBA ECO-NETWORK EXECUTIVE:

Chair: Julie Fine,

Organic Food Council of Manitoba

Vice Chair: Jim Chapryk,

Sierra Chub Winnipeg Group

Treasurer: Tamara Baker, Member at Large
Secretary: Joseph Prymak,

Copsumers for Responsible Energy {CoRE}

MANITOBA ECO-NETWORK

STEERING COMMITTEE:

Jim Chapryk, Sierra Club Winnipeg Group
Dennis Cunningham, Member at Large
Julie Fine, Organic Food Council of Manitoba

Sandra Madray, Chemical Sensitivities
Maritoba

Joseph Prymak, Consumers for Responsible
Energy (CoREL)

John Coombs, Manitoba Naturalists Society
Natasha Szach, EcoPIA
Tamara Baker, Member at Large

Printed by Kendrick Quality Printing on 100%
chlorine-iree, post-consumer recycled paper with
140% vegetable based ink.

Executive Directof’s | etter

THE TEMPERATURE as | write this: a balmy —25 degrees Celsius.

Call me weird, but | actually like winter and the cold weather it brings. There's samething about that brisk
air, clear blug skies and snow that has a special meaning to me, even though | spent my early years in Eng-
land’s much milder clime. I've been trying 1o figure out what the allure ls — especially bacause high heating
bills and frozen toes {an affliction of mine) aven't my favourite things. | think it has something to do with an
attachment to this place, and the chalienge of figuring out how 1o live here.

I'm full of admiration for the original pecples of the Prairies — their adaptation 10 the extremes of climate
with minimal environmental footprint) is truty remarkabte — but we're a long way from their example. Even in
our technalogical age, with all mod-cons, the weather and our geography stilt confront us with daify predica-
ments, especially those of us looking to lighten the burden we place on the earth.

fve noticed that our networks of environmental groups and “go local” campaigns can be great aids to
“tiving in place,” and wonderful advocates for improving that experience. For example, ong can gain & true ap-
preciation of the range of locally available foods and producers through the Organic Food Counci, Manitoba
Food Charter and 100 Mile Diet project. Groups like Save Our Seine, CPAWS and Living Prairie Museum allow
us 1o focus attention on the ecology of our surroundings. The new tabloid from Climate Change Connection
provides lots of tips for crucial energy savings in our daily lives. And Resource Conservation Manitoba's
new LivingGreentivingWell.ca websile is developing into a great resource for finding those local, Manitoba-
appropriate solutions.

No question, t00, that living here in the middle of Canada gives us some unique cufural attributes. Deep
down, a lot of us get satisfaction from bragging about just how cold it is out there, Festival du Voyageur ice
sculptures are famastic environmental art, and a skate down the river trail with hundreds of other Winnipeggers
ona Sunday afternoon is a real treat. As a society, we may have a significant distance to go in making curselves
more eco-friendly during the depths of the freeze, but in the meantime, maybe Fm not so weird after alil ~ ~&

Anne Lindsey
Executive Director, Manitoba Eco-Network

loounuoco-ln-o-..noc-nl-n.--o.-.-.----co.----n-oo--l.c.nloo.-

Issues and Contributors Wanted

WRITING ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION'S WORK is a great way to publicize it to Eco-Network mem-
bers and policymakers, as well as the community at large. In as few as 400 words, you can elucidate your
cause or promole an event — and help the mainstream press get its facts straight on the issue. Even if you're
not part of a member group, we'd be happy to hear your ideas or proposals.

Consider writing a book or DVD review — a new release or an important work from our library. It's a fun
way to draw attention to a great find.

We are also looking for quality Manitoba photography to help illustrate articles.

Contact Eco-Journal editor Joel Trenaman at editor@mbeconetwork.org or 960-4200 for more details or
to submit. ¥
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-avents in Manitoba

For more environmental event listings see our website calendar at www.mbeconetwork.org.

FEBRUARY

9 Our Ecological Footprint: Walking Gently on the Earth.
Everything we do, make, use, or consume affects nature. Our effect on the
world around us has often been called our “ecological footprint,” and at the mo-
ment, the footprint of the average Canadian is huge! Come hear abou! simple,
inexpensive, not-too-strange ways to make our footprint smaller, and to walk more
gently on the earth. MB Naturalists Society Indoar Program, 7:30 p.m., Franco-
Manitoban Centre (340 Provencher Blvd). Admission $2 for members and $6
for non-members. www.manitehanature.ca/indoors.himl

’[ 4 Fair Trade Manitoba’s One-Month Challenge begins.

Take the One-Month Chaltenge and pledge to “go fair trade” for 30 days
{until March 15) by having fair trade coffee, tea and chocolate instead of conven-
tional brands. hitp:#fairtrademanitoba.ca.

’I Food for Thought. Leamn about the Maniteba Food Charter, the
consequences of your food purchasing choices and more. Consumars'
Association of Canada {MB} Free Speaker Serfes, 7:00 p.m., InfoCentre (218
Osborne 8t. 8.) For mare information: 452-2572, or info@consumaermaniioba.ca
20 _2 The Manitoba Food Charter 2009 Growing
Local Food Security Conference will take place

at the Universily of Winnipeg. Over two days of more than 30 hands-on work-
shops will cover such topics as achieving food security on a low income, grow-
ing good food indoors and out, grower ceoperatives and urban agriculture,
nutrifien and food policies in schoals, food preservation, youth farm mentor-
ships, climate change and the food/iuel crisis, and indigenous food iraditions,

knowledge and skills. Registration is underway, and can be done cnline at
www.manitchafoodsectrity.ca or by calling 943-0823 or 1-800-731-2638.

2 Manitoba Naturally: Author Reveals Nature’s Secrets,

There are likely few people who know our province as well as Bill Stilwell.
The award-winning Manitoba authar has writlen two national bestsellers: Mani-
toba Naturally, and Scenic Secrets of Manitoba. His presentation is a firsthand
account that leads visitors to an assortment of little-known places that provide
amazing scenery and diversity of wildlife, wildfiowers and other plants. MB Nat-
uralists Society Indoor Program, T:30 p.m., Franco-Manitoban Centre (340
Provencher Blvd). Admission $2 for members and $6 for non-members. www,
manitobanature.cafindoors.himl

26 2 Playing It Safe. Children's Health & Environment Partner-
h ship presents two capacity-building workshops on reducing
environmenial risks to child health, featuring Myriam Beaulne, Health Promotion
Coordinator for the Canadian Parinership for Children's Health and Environment.
Valuable for childhood educators, child-care providers, health educators, medical
professionals and all other front-line workers who interact with children. For more
info, or ta register: www.childrensenvironment.ca or Kristle at 480-1505.

2 7Native Orchard Conservation Inc. AGM. Following the busi-

ness meeting/elections, Marilyn Latta will present on the wildflowers of
Manitoba. Alse, a silent auction, raffle and refreshments. All are welcome. 7:30
p.m., Dakota Lawn Bowling Centre (1212 Dakota 5%). For more info: Peggy at
261-9179, or bainardp@mts.net.

MARCH

Environmental Assessment: What Is It, and How Can
I Get Involved? Manitoba Eco-Network presents a one-day workshop
on Environmental Assessment (EA), with overviews of the federal and provin-
cial processes, case studies of previous EAs and discussion of how citizens
can become invelved. Registration is free for MEN members and member
groups, and $10 for alt others. Lunch included. For more info: Lise at 947-6511, or

info@mbeconeiwork.org.

’] 8 2 2 3 Prairie Planting Workshops. Learn ahout
| ) or native prairie plants and how they might be included

in your home or cottage landscape design. John Morgan of Prairie Habitats Nurs-

ery will conduct the workshops, which include a slide presentation, discussion

and seed-planting lab. Various times, Living Praitie Museum (2795 Ness Ave),

$45 plus GST. For more info or to register: 832-0167 or prairie@winnipeg.ca.

2 2 Eco Book & Film Club. Manitoba Eco-Network invites you to ioin

our book/film club, which meets every two months to discuss a book or fim
from our library. The next book to be discussed is Eric Brende's Batfer Off: Flipping
the Switch on Technology (2004). All are welcome, great discussion and tasty treats
provided. 3:00 p.m., Eco-Centre (3rd floor, 303 Portage Ave). For more info: Erica
at 947-8511, library@mbeconetwork.crg or www.mbeconetwark.org.

Please email your event notices to
info@mbeconetwork.org.

Eco-Film Series

February 25: _
Century of the Self, Part 1.

Asking deep questions about the roois and methods of
modern consumerism, representative democracy and
their implications, part one of this four-episade series
decuments how the ideas of Sigmund Freud were used fo

contribute to the consumer society of today. progra.

Each evening we will show a feature fim and a short film, followed by a moderated discussion on the issues.

March 25; Waste = Food

This film explores the revolutionary "cradle to cradle” con-
cept with its leading proponents, American Architect Wil-
liam McDonough and German Ecological Chernist Michael
Braungart, and demonstrates it with examples from Nike
and Ford corporations and a Chinese government housing

ADMISSION:

$5 for members, students or low-income

$8 regular admission, or a 3-film pass is $20
Tickets at the door

7pm at the Ellice Theatre

585 Ellice Avenue

The last Wednesday of each month.
Ph: 947-6511 for more information,

or visit www.mbeconetwork.org.

Please join us!
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Victory cont’d...

we were managing our forests. Given the
facts, Manitobans wanied their park forests
intact, and contacted their elected provin-
cial officials to voice their displeasure.

Premier Doer and Conservation Min-
ister Struthers are to be congralulated
for taking a step towards a better Mani-
toba by removing logging from provincial
parks, This commendation comes with
reservations, however. The parks that are
no lenger to be logged stili face a major
threat from mining, and so can't be clas-
sified as protected. And then there’s Duck
Mountain Provincial Park — the Ducks and
Algonguin in Ontario are the last parks to
be logged in Canada. Twenty years ago
it was thought that twelve percent of our
province should be protected from devel-
opment, and now we understand we need
to protect at least fifty percent. Manitoba is
behind where it should be in preserving our

Tessa Vanderhart

Whiteshel! logging has intensified
since a 2007 windstorm.

naiural heritage, with about 8.5 percent of t

the province set aside. :
There is still work to be done. All Manitobans need to envision a province

with a vast netwark of protested areas. We need 1o scale back our industrial

logging so we can set aside natural forests, both for future generations and for

our own ecological benefit right now, : &

ParIT Worker Co-op members administer mission-critical
servers, with guaranteed response times. We have over
20 combined years of experience with server admin,
networked systems, and programming. And we like
challenges. Call us about yours: 772-5158

transparency@parit.ca http://parit.ca

| Manitoba’s Lands & Waters |

The Bart family, ACU Members

o,

Like you, we believe great things can be achieved
when people with similar values work towards

I | commongoals. If being part of a co-operative
Manito bCIWlIC‘"CI nds .org ! that is both profitable and compassionate appeals
EnergyMamtoba.org . toyou, talk to us. .
o
° ob o’ K :
oo Assiniboine

WWW.ASSINIBOINE.MB.CA CREDIT UNION
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By Joel Trenaman

ON JANUARY 19, 20089, the £co-Jourmal interviewed
Minister of Conservation Stan Struthers regarding the
pending Bill 3 legisfation that would ban commercial
logging in seventy-nine of Manitoba's eighty provincial
parks. An extended version of the interview is available
at www.mbeconetwork.org

ECO-JOURNAL: /d iike to start by asking for your
impression of why the government has moved ahead
with the Bill 3 legistation at this time, rather than earfier
in its mandate?

MINISTER STRUTHERS: Wel, it's something that
Manitobans have been asking us about for a number of
years. We've had some opportunities to move forward
on this, so we thought while that window was open for
us, we would certainly move forward in removing log-
ging from parks. We could not do that {before] without
really coming down hard on some of the smaller guota
holders in the different areas that rely on jobs, so we
think that this is a very good public policy.

How infiuenced was the government by the lobbying or
advacacy activities of different groups in the province
andbr citizens?

| meet regularly with a number of people from different
environmental groups, ard I'm approached by Manito-
bans, just regular everyday Manitobans on the street.
seemed to me that this was a priority. ... So when the
opportunity arose, we did it. And | think there's lots of
pecple that can talk about taking part on this in terms
of speaking to me as a minister and making sure | was
aware of their desires. So ! think it is a policy that re-
{lects the way Manitobans want to portray our provincial
parks.

So this agreement would half logging in four provincial
parks, the only four, other than Duck Mouniain, where
logging is occurring: Whitsshell, Nopiming, Clearwater
and Grass River — is that right?

Well there were some parks where the potential for log-
ging existed, but there wasnit any logging taking place.
--- S0 the anly park now that has logging in it is Duck
Mountain, and all seventy-nine of the [other] parks will
not have logging in them. Very critical to this too, we put
into place a policy that logging wili be excluded from any
rew parks that come forward. So if someday we have

0gg

100 parks in our province, the next iwenty will come in
without logging in them.

Would you say the main reasons for not extending
the ban to Duck Mountain were economic, or what
factors were involved?

Yes, there were several factors involved there, Num-
ber one, the cutting that goes on there now is done
by a whole host of smalier quota holders. ... And part
of it was that the previous provincial government,
when they signed the agreement with Louisiana Pa-
cific, signed over the whole area. They didn't leave
any wiggle room for decisions like this. So given the
sheer number of guota holders we were dealing with,
and kind of the lack of replacement area, we really
couldn't move forward with [banning logging in] the
Duck Mountains.

The press release mentions a $3.2 milion payment
that would be made to Tolko and Tembec, the largest
companies affected. Is that funding just to be used for
the expense of moving out equipment, or whal will that
money be used for?

NE-MONTH

-joumal

lislation

No, thai's mostly [for] hard assets. The things like
roads and bridges that they had to build, to put

.some capital dollars into to assist them in their log-

ging operations. We have a legal obligation to pay
that money, and that's where a good portion of that
money will go. Those are actual tangible structures
that they have built in the parks.

Again regarding Tolko and Tembec: are they be-
ginning new leases or ficenses on alternate Crown
land, or are their current agreements switching over
to new fracis?

Well, they have large areas where they can go to get
waod for their operations. Of course, given the con-
ditions of the forest industry, there’s not a whole iot
of logging going on these days. Bui if and when that
market and that economy returns, then they [already]
have [other] areas in their license agreements. They
will be subject to the rules and regulations that
they sign onto in their forest management licensing
agreements, and the forest management plans that
they put forward ... they just won't be cutting in the
provincial parks. o

By taking the One-Month Challenge, you are committing to buying only
fair trade brands of coffee, tea and chocolate for 30 days.
The One-Month Challenge begins February 14, 2009.

Visit the Fair Trade Manitoba website for more information and to sign-up!

WWWIFAIRTRADEMANITOBA.CA
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Safe

)rinking Water

Finding Solutions One Community at A Time

By Anne Lindsey

FOR MANY CANADIANS, especially those living
in urban areas, safe drinking waler is just not an is-
sue of concern. Most of the time, we can be confident
that drinking the water from our taps will guench our
thirst, without compromising our health. Sadly, that
is not the case for all people in this wealthy country
of ours. A report in the Canadian Medical Associa-
tion Journal indicated that 1,766 boil water advisories
were in place in communities and neighbourhcods
acress Canada in March 2008.

Fifty-nine of those warnings were in Manitoba, a
number that had increased to seventy as of Decem-
ber, according to the provincial Water Stewardship
ministry's Office of Drinking Water (These include
advisories in ten communities and regions thai rely
on private wells). In comparison, Ontario reported 679
and New Brunswick only two. What none of these fig-
uresinclude are the 103 advisories (both “do not drink”
and “boil water”) on First Nations across the country
documented in November 2008. Water advisories are
issued by provincial health departments (or by Chief
and Council, in the case of First Nations) when a waler
source or system has been contaminated or compro-
mised in such a way as io be a health hazard.- Just
about all of them oceur in rural and remote areas.

If Hans and Sue Peterscn have their way, unsafe
drinking water will be a thing of the past. In 1997, they
started the Safe Drinking Water Foundation {SDWF),
a charitable organization whose main goal “is to find
ireatment and preventative solutions to make sur-
face and ground water safe for human consumption
in rural areas of the world." These determined Sas-
katchewan residents are making a difference, one
community at a time.

Hans came to Canada from Sweden, via the UK.
He did post-doctoral work at the Freshwater Institute
in Winnipeg. Previously head of the Saskatchewan
Research Council's Water Quality Team, he currently
leads the SDWF as its voluntary executive director,
and can often be found out in Aboriginal communi-
ties doing research and development work on water
treatment systems. He fervently believes that gov-
ernment agencies do not do enough 1o protect water
in rural areas, pointing to the frequent occurrence of
pathegens such as camphylobacter, as well as pro-
tozoan parasites, in water supplies. These are con-
taminants that make people sick. In his view, waste-
water pathogen removal should be mandatory.

Hang' wife Sue acts as the volunteer administra-
tor for the foundation, drumming up financial support

Members of SDWF’s Advanced Aboriginal Water Treatment Team with Hans Peterson (centre),

(all of the SDWF's work is financed through dona-
tions} and acting as the cocrdinator for the many
educational and outreach projects they undertake
with their volunteer Board of Directors and small paid
staff. Both emphasize at every available opporiunity
that Canada is the only developed country in the
world not to have federal drinking water regulations.
Instead, we have guidelings, which do not even meet
the requirements of the World Health Crganization.
Furthermore, they noie that Canada also stands
alone amongst developed countries in not voting for
water as a basic human right at the United Nations.
Not good enough, say the Petersons — hence their
dedication to the Safe Drinking Water Foundation.

The SDWF has an impressive resume for its ten-
year lifespan. Most notable, perhaps, is the develop-
ment of the integrated Biological and Reverse Osmo-
sis Management (IBROM) system for water ireatment.
Using zero or minimal chemicals, it produces water of a
quality that exceeds the Guidelines for Canadian Drink-
ing Water Quality, as well as the more siringent Euro-
pean and US drinking water regulations. Hans and his
colleagues discovered the efficacy of the IBROM treat-
ment method by scientific observation, trial and error,
when working on a solution to the water problems at
Yellow Quill First Natien from 2002 o 2004.

Hans insists thal conventional engineering tech-
niques, most commonly uiitized for water treaiment
applications on First Nations, cannot provide ail the
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answers 1o somefimes-intractable problems faced
by reserves and rural communities around the world.
He emphasizes that science must be brought to bear
on these issues, and that engineers must get used to
“thinking outside the box.” IBROM {complete with min-
eral enhancement of the final water product) i in full-
scale application at Yellow Quill, George Gardon and
Pasqua First Nations in Saskatchewan, and has been
successfully piloted in three other communities,

The George Gordon reserve had experienced
numercus engineered attempts te render its highly
contaminated water supply useable — all to no avail,
The community had resorted to bringing in bottled
water for residents' use, but the IBROM system has
changed all that. Ii provides waler of a superior qual-
ity, and at a substantially lower cost than more con-
ventional chemical freatment regimes. George Gor-
den, a community of 1,000, saves $100,000 annually
in direct costs alone on chemicals no longar needed
in the water trealment process.

In these communities, Indian and Nerthern Af-
fairs Canada {INAC), responsible for financing water
treatment system construction, has had the vision
io move past the conventional engineered-only ap-
proach. Unfortunately, this is not the case in many
other communities to date. In fact, an expert panel
convened by INAC in 2006 to look at regulatory solu-
tions to address the drinking water issues on First
Nations cencluded, “the federal government has



never provided encugh funding to First Nations to
ensure that the quantity and guality of their water
systems was comparable to that of off-reserve com-
munities.” SDWF is showing that while the up-front
costs of system installation might be comparable
to conventional ireatment, the long-term operating
costs are far more economical.

These water ireaiment success siories have
given birth te the foundation's Advanced Aboriginal
Water Treatment Team (AAWTT), a group of volun-
teers dedicaied to the promotion of successful water
treatment on First Nations in Canada. l.ed by Bob
Pratt, water keaper at George Gordon First Nation,
and Tony Steinhauer at Saddie Lake Cree Nation,
this group offers education and suppori to other
communities regarding the importance of source
waler protection, as well as of high quality water
treatment and distripution systems.

Looking at the issues from beth a political and
scientific perspective, the AAWTT focuses on em-
powering community members to understand their
water needs and processes (for example by teach-
ing them how to test their own water samples) while
carefully incorporating respect for traditional Aborigi-
nal knowledge and expertise. The experience and
knowledge of the water keepers and elders is not
Jost on “Dr. Hans,” as the communities affectionately
refer 1o Hans Peterson. Team members ofien have
greater knowledge of water quality and treatment
than engineers and government officials.

water

(Clockwise from Top left)

Anaerobic Surface
Water,

SDWF Board Chairman
Dr. David Schindler in
the Saddie Lake Cree
Nation lab.

Bob Pratt, water keeper
at George Gordon First
Nation in Saskatchewan.

Hans Peterson, cleaning

up drinking water one
community at a time.

A surface water quality lab at Saddle Lake, and
a groundwaier lab at George Gordon — paid for by
band funds, assist the AAWTT in its work. The team
is currenily supported by grants that enable them to
visit other First Nations, and recenily were the guests
of the Omtario Chiefs. SDWF was also invited by the
Indigenous Environmental Network to present at the
United Nations in 2005, and is currently consulting
with governments and agencies in countries as far
afield as Ghana, China and India on safe, sustain-
able drinking water for communiiies.

The Foundation also has very good curriculum-
based educational materials aboul safe water in
English, French and Cree, available for schools via
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free download from Safewater.org/education.htmt.
Manitoba's Thomas Sill Foundation has helped fund
the development and distribution of this valuable re-
source.

Even as media reports give us reqular reminders
of water quality issues, it is important to recognize
that initiatives like those of the Safe Drinking Water
Foundation are making a difference. They deserve
our support.

Compited with information from the Red Zone confer-
ence, the SDWF website, and Hans and Sue Peter-
son. Visit www.safewater.org for more information, or
{0 make a coniribution. &

Al Photos Courtesy of SOWF-




Peak Phosphorus

An Unsavoury Truth

By Andrea E. Ulrich

PHOSPHOROUS AVAILABILITY in the 21st Century is at risk. The undarly-
ing dilemma is that cheap, easily-mingable rock phosphate reserves are ingreas-
ingly limited and experiencing reduced global accessibility. The problem is that
phosphorous (P) is central for life on earth, essential to all living things, and at
the heart of modern farming, where rock phosphate converled to fertilizer is key
to preducing sufficient food to suppord the planet's population.

Phosphorus, in conirast to oil, has no substitute. Once the element has found
its way into the waterways and eventually into the sea, it is [ost for human use.
The challenge is if we want 1o {eed our planet's growing poputation into the fu-
ture, we have to carefully manage the use of the element and recycle organic
materials cordaining it. The gocd news is that awareness of limited P reserves
is slowly emerging, particularly in Europe. Nevertheless, it remains 1o be seen if
the chailenges related to the increasing scarcity of this primary, life-supporting,
nan-renewable element can be put on the political agenda and communicated to
the public in an appropriate, timely and comprehensive manner,

Even though peak P has an alarmingly high potential to disturb global, na-
tional and regional food security, it also holds a great number of possibilities
for sustainable action and sustainable futures. Instead of simply becoming a
potential crigis, P shortages coutd add a new thought dimension 1o food produc-
tion techniques and methods, the biofuel discussion, as well as reverse nutrient
pollution of aguatic ecosystems and water management — for example, the chal-
lenges facing Lake Winnipag.

Immediate pricrities are phosphate removat and recovery from wasiewaler
as planned by the City of Winnipeg, combined with the recycling of that phos-
phate for agricultural land; reduction and better management and control of ani-
mal and food wastes, as well as an increasingly phosphate-focused application
of animal husbandry. These are the most promising key areas for closed-loop
nuirient cycling, aleng with participatory planning by multiple stakeholders and
integrated strategic management. In this fulure: scenario of reduced global P
reserves, the Lake Winnipeg Basin is facing an unprecedented opportunity to be
al the forefront of sustainable P research and action, green job creation, sustain-
able watershed management and comprehensive stakeholder involvement. The
decision as to if and when this challenge is accepted will be up to all strategic
stakeholders in the basin, but must be led by policymakers. Clearly, multiple ju-
risdictional changes, restructuring of significant budgets, a groundswell of public
opinion, and keng-term educational awareness programs are required.

The P issue is one symptom of a much greater problem, human-induced
stress on our planet’s life-support system. At present, multiple environmental
problems face humanity: climate change, freshwater shortages, fossil fuels, de-
pleted marine fisheries, and loss of biodiversity, amang others. These issues are
often treated separately, feading fo a paralysis preventing concerted, coordinat-
ed and timely action by governments and other bedies. And yet, this is creating
crises in the very foundation on which societies and their economies ars based.
We are currently facing a high risk that the majority of environmental issues will
be neglected due to the imminent challenges caused by the rupture of banking
sysiems and deepening global recessions.

What is needed is not only a new undersianding of stewardship for the envi-
ronment, but behavicural and mindset change. Truly, the challenges are complex,
invelving long-established commércial interests, dependence on manufactured
tertilizer, and foed production systems that have become increasingly water, en-
ergy, and nutrient-consumgptive over the decades. There is & need for a radical
shiftin P use so that ihe loop can be closed. A major problem is that some of the
least glamorous subjects need to be tackled; such as soil and farming, manure,
compost, sewage and wastewater freaiment — an unsavoury truth,

A major change in the use of P has been made in many counirigs with the
formal or informal banning of phosphate in household detergents. Neverthe-
less, since the great majority of rock phosphate is used in agriculture, changes
in phosphorous application and the rethinking of phosphorous use have been
minimal to date. Clearly, a fundamental approach te change has to cccur within
agriculture. However, limiting the efforis and pregsures to only this area will not
be sufficient. Present agricultural methods and food production practices are
answers to demand patterns that have been established by society, industry
and politics over time. They frame the system within which agricuiture oper-
aies. Thereiore, there is a need for broad societal engagement in sustainable
phosphorus use and management — & global challenge for action. Only cross-
sectored and cross-social considerations will lead to promising solution-finding
mechanisms. Currently, economic disincentives, general problems with the con-
cept of sustainability, conformity, limited spatial-temporal human understanding
and ohsolete vaiue systems form the main obstacles that need 1o be overcome.

The needed response is actionable research that puis people and govern-
ments ahead of the challenge, rather than cne step behind. The planet needs a
response that creates a vision so profound that it is going to change bahaviour,
ideals and values. This is a time of experiments to engage, precipitate and facili-
late change. This is a fime to try new initiatives, drawn from the broad knowledge
base we have, but not limited by discipline and political boundaries. We must
start looking at watersheds as the life-giving organs of planet earth.

Let us hope that 2009 will become a year where neither structural nor financial
constrainis will prevent us from working towards sustainable phosphorus use and
freshwater ecosystem protection. indeed, let us work fo make the year a milestone
in action and change fowards the sustainability of our global resources, so clearly
represented by the challenges within the waler and phosphorus cycles, <®

Andrea E. Ulrich is pursuing a Masler's degree in Sustainable Resource Man-
agement at the Technical University of Munich, Gefmany, and worked with
Dr. Paul Watts and Dr. Diane Mafley on a project on Foud and Water Se-
curify in the Lake Winnipeg Basin. Further information can be accessed at
www.foodandwatersecurily.nef.
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‘Growing Local’

Conference Spreads Roots

By Tessa Vanderhart

IN 2008, the Oxtord English dictionary added “loca-
vore" as a word, and the Manitoba Food Charter held
its first “Growing Local, Getling Vocal!” food security
conference. Now in ils second year, the conference's
practical, do-it-yourself, and community-minded ses-
sions champion everyday efforts fo support Manitcha
agriculture of ali varisties.

The 2009 Growing Local Conference: Creating
Local Soluticns for a Food Secure Manitoba will ance
again be held at the University of Winnipeg. Paul
Chomay, community fiaison for the Manitoha Food
Charter, wrote in an email that the feedback from last
year's conference participants was “great.”

“Good stimulating content and lots of great network-
ing opportunities,” Chorney wrote. “We hope for that 1o
happen again this year. There's no one session that
slands out because community food security is broad
and holistic, and different folks have different interests.”

Five concurrent sessions will be held three times
per day on both Friday and Salurday, Feb. 20 and
21, on topics from urban agriculture 1o northern farm-
ing, seed starting to beginning a comminity garden,
reinventing food banks to “living on the wild side.” Fri-
day begins with a keynote address from the Manitoba
Co-operator's Laura Rance, titled "Saparating Wheat
from Chaff in the Sustainability Debate," and ends
with the signing of the Manitaba Food Charter.,

Friday’s plenary session will centre on GMOs,
with panslists prolessor Curtis Rempel from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, Peter Entz of Richardson Inter-
national, and Pat Mooney, executive director of the
ETC Group, an organization focused on ecological
erosion, new technolagies and global governance.
Chorney said that, “we were pleased that Pat Mocney,

who has internaional stature, agreed io atiend, and .

wanted to have g session that balanced perspectives
[on GMOs] by bringing in more agribusiness-oriented
speakers on a panel with him. We're hoping for a re-
spectful dialogue around a charged issue.”

The conference ends Salurday, Feb. 21 with the
play “Unequal Harvest: Voices from the Global Food
Crisis,” written by local author Geoff Hughes.

To register, visit manitobafoodsecurity.ca. Last year
the cenference sold out, but as it's hefd during the uni-
varsily's reading week this year, some sessions will be
hekd in larger rooms. Chormney said that, “if we se!l out, we

. sell out. It's best fo register early.” Individual registration
is $65 per day, or $35 for low-income/student/seniars.
There are also pre-conference tours and a free food film
testival for those new to the idea of eating local,  ~&

'alang with groups like the Winni-

Groups Lobby City for ACtive
Transportation Funding Increase

By Tessa Vanderhart

THE CITY OF WINNIPEG'S
active transporiation budget in-
creased for 2009, but according 1o
activists and a number of coungil-
lors, it wasn't quite enough.

Kevin Miller, Bike fo the Fu-
ture co-chair, wrote in an email
that the original capital budget
included a “disappointing” $1
million for recreational trails and
bike paths {compared to $1.5
miliion in 2008) and $500,00¢ for
active transportation coridors,
{down irom $600,000 last year).

That led Bike to the Future,

Joel Trenaman

peg Trails Association, Resource
Conservation Manitoba and One
Green City to take action to press ihe city for moze fund-
ing. Some of the groups also participate in the City's
Active Transportation Advisory Committee,

Debate on increasing active transportation bud-
geting began fermally on Dec. 2, when Bike to the
Future and the Winnipeg Trails Association present-
ed to the city's Infrastructure Renewal and Public
Works Committee.

Bike to the Future presenter Mark Cohoe pointed
out that the city had budgeted $95 million for road im-
provements, compared to the relatively minute amount

 for less car-oriented transporiation upgrades.

After four hours of presentations and discussion,
the committee votsd to reallocate $4.7 million toward
active transportation. The plan included $4.25 mil-
fion for infrastructure, as well as $250,000 to study
the potential for a pedestrian/cyclist connection from
south St. Vita! to the University of Manitoba, and
$200,000 in sidewalk repairs.

The latter two projects in parficular won the sup-
port of St. Norbert coungillor Justin Swandel and
Transcona councillor Russ Wyatt, who noted the
similarifies between active transporiation and side-

- walk renewal: “Sidewalks in many ways are the origi-

nal aclive transporiation, and we're not maintaining
that in the way that we should.”

After the infrastructure commitiee passed the
budget realiocations, they were forwarded to the Ex-
ecutive Policy Committee {EPC). Howaver, only the
St. Vital study and sidewalk repairs gained enough
support to be added to the final capital budget. As a
result, on Dec. 16, with more than seventy-five Bike
to the Future members in attendance, Swandel and
Wyall voted against EPC approval of the budget in
order to show their displeasure, & rare occurrence.
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'W}nter cyclists may gain from $2.5 mllion in 2009 capital funds,
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Iltthe end, however, Swandel and Wyatt chose to
vote for the final capital budget when it came before
the full council. “There's a view, once the budget is
released as wrilten . . . it has a lot to do with politics
of pride and other nonsense,” Wyatt said.

After the capital budget passed without adgi-
tional active transportation funding, Mayor Sam Katz
called for a five-year active fransportation plan to
dictate next year's allocation.

But according 1o Miller, “the Active Transporta-
licn Advisory Commitiee already has a five-year
plan, [but] in fact, at the rate it's being funded, it's a
twenty-five-year planl®

On Biketotheiuture.org, a spreadsheet details the
city's plans — and estimates that at funding levels of
$2 million par year, the city's ongoing plans won't be
complete until 2014, With the citywide spot improve-
ments already planned and the additional ones that
are likely to be added, Miller astimates that $8 million
would need to be budgeted for active transportation
every year to meet the city's goals.

“That's why $2.5 million in 2009, while much bet-
ter than every year prior fo 2007, is nowhere near
enough funding.”

Wyatl saidthat he hopes to increase active frans-
portation through the cily's operating budget. The
capital budget provides funding for new projects,
while the operating budget funds ongoing projects,
he said.

“Believe it or not, there is absolutely no mainte-
nance budget for active transportation in the operat-
ing budget. So what we're doing is building active
transportation, and in the years to come, its going to
all come apart, because we're not managing it at alf”
Wyatt said. &
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Thinking Outside the Box

Vincent Massey Collegiate and Alternative Energy

By Sandra Krahn

WHEN WE THINK OF SCHOOL, we usually think of classrooms, lockers and
hallways — we rarely think of the roof. Beyond keeping us dry, the roof of a
school seems like an important necessity, but noi a valuable resource. Students
at Vincent Massey Collegiate, as well as educators from across the world, bave
convinced me thal a few dedicated and creative individuals can make radical
changes to how we view gur community and interact with our world.

This past summer | spent a month in India and had the opporiunity io visit
many schools across the country. | observed with amazement the many func-
tions that the roof of a school could perform. Solar panels and water heaiers
were a common sight on many buildings in India, but one school had aciually
used their roof te raise chickens, providing income that helped students atiend
classes. Most amazing was the Loreto Day School in Kotkata, West Bengal,
which houses 300 children on top of the building, with a thatchad roof added to
profect them from the rain and metal trunks 1o hold their balongings.

While it is obvious that some of these options are not possible or necessary
in Canada, students at Vincent Massey have also seen their roof as a valuable
resource and are developing an infrastructure that will benefit generations of stu-
dents. In 2005, after a unit on global warming, a siudent asked geagraphy teacher
Ken Corley an important question: “So what can we do about it?" The discussion
that followed was the beginning of the school's Sustainable Development Commit-
tee, which chose allemative energy and the concept of creating a healthy, closed
industrial cycle as its focus,

“With the help and encouragement of our principal, Mr. Rick Martin, we pur-
chased a weather station for the top of the schoot and gathered data over a nine-
month, three-season period. Based on our research we were able 1o determine
what energy scurces we should focus on, and the types of equipment best suited
to our needs. Eventually, this translated info {plans for) a small-scale wind turkine,
solar cells, a green roof and a greenhouse on our roof.” Corley explained.

On May 28, 2008, in an event leading up to World Environment Day {June 5),
the United Nations Environment Programme invited selected youth from around
the world to discuss their greenhouse gas reduction projects via videoconference
with students and UN officials in New York City. Vincent Massey students were
able to present their “Alternative Energy Array” to groups from high schools in
Australia, Malaysia ard the United States.

it is now 2009. With many hours of research and determination the installa-
tion of the wind turbine has become a reality. The turbine will not only provide

Jog! Trenamarn

Vincent Massey students have been working towards creating a green
roof. Inset: A rooftop turbine provides power to the school.

power to the school and charge batteries to run backup generators, it will also
collect data that can be used by students in the classroom. Once solar celis are
installed they will be added to the system. As we research installing a green roof,
we are excited to find new benefits every week. Green roofs provide more green
space in our city, increase the lifespan of the roof structure, decrease heating
and cooling costs in a building, and provide habitats for planis, birds and but-
terflies, 1o name a few.

The data collected from the wind turbine over the next few years will provide
information on the school's energy consumption, which can then be compared with
consumption levels after the green roof is completed. This data will provide more
information on the value of installing green roofs in public buildings. The hope of
staff and students at Vincent Massey is that this project will ingpire individuals and

. other schools fo search for creative solutions to increase altemative energy options

and decrease energy consumplion, Siudents at Massey have learned that a small
group of dedicated individuals can make a lasting impact on their community. <&

Sandra Krahn is a teacher at Vincent Massey Collegiate.
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New In the Library

All of the materials in the Alice Chambers Memorial
Library may be loaned out free of charge. There is no-
charge postal delivery outside Winnipeg. Please con-
tact Erica Young, Rescurce Assistant, at 947-6511 for
more information. www.mbeconetwork.arg/library,php

New Books: -

The Poisons Around Us

By Henry A. Schroeder

Keats Publishing, 1994

The cover of this book bills it
as an "environmental classic.”
First published in 1974 and
reprinted in 1994, the focus is on
metals, their industrial usages and effects on the
human body. Lead, mercury and cadmium are the
main toxic frace metals examined — how they getin
our food and water, and what can be done about it.

Living Downstream: An T
Ecologist Looks at Cancer
and the Envirenment

By Sandra Steingraber
Addison-Wesley

Publishing, 1997

Steingraber is a biologist,
poet and cancer survivor,
She interweaves the per- >
sonal, scientific and ecological 10 exam-

ine cancer patterns and their environmental con-
nections. The writing is informative, but alsc based
around powerful narratives.

The Composting Toilat
System Book

By David Def Porto and

Carol Steinfald

The Center for Ecological
Follution Prevention, 2000

More interesting than it may
sound, this “practical guide to choosing, plan-
ning and maintaining composting toilat systems” is a
sort of bible for those considering installing their own
system at home or the coltage, or for anyone inter-
ested in how alternative septic systems work. Packed
with photos and explanatory diagrams, it summarizes
not anly the how-to, but the why. This book was gen-
erously donafed (o the Library by Jeff McKay.

oyt
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. Thirsty? Think twice before you reach for that so-called healthy and convenient

DOOKS

Featured Book Review

By Joel Trenaman

Inside the Bottle:
Exposing the Bottled Water Industry .=

By Tony Clarke
Canadian Gentre for Policy Alternatives/Polaris Institute, 2007

bottle of water. Thai's the basic message of Tony Clarke and the research team _jz- .
behind Inside the Bottle: Exposing the Boltled Waler Industry.

This 216-page book was revised and updaied in 2007, building on the first
gdition released two years earlier. The chapter formal has changed, much of the data
has been updated using 2005 figures, and there are two new sections: “Global Reach” and “industry
Responds.” It provides a breakdown of the industry and tackles the many issues that surround it — price
gouging, supply sources, safety and regulation, marketing, ecology, recycling and privatization.

Inside the Botile takes issue with the widespread claims that botllad water is part of a healthy lifestyle and
the implication that it is better for you than tap water. The arguments rast on the assertion that it is the most
unregulated resource industry. Canadian testing standards mastly date back to 1973, companies that use
groundwater usually pay little or nothing for it, and often there are no limits or permits required (in the U.S.,
companies are not even legally required to disclose the location of their takings). In Guebec, for example, the
source about half of the country’s botiled water, extraction can cost a company $1,500 to $4,000 for a ten-
year permit. Thai may come as a surprise, but more astonishing is the fact that large bottlers Coke and Pepsi

' simply draw on Canadian municipal water supplies, filtering the waer-or putting it through a common reverse

o0smosis process before releasing and marketing it to consumers.

The book's first segment features comprehensive corporate profiles of the four major players in the North
American market {and most of the world) and their respective brands — Nestlé Waters (Perrier/Pure Life),
Groupe Danone (Evian/Volvic/Naya}, Coca-Cola {Dasani} and PepsiCo {Aquafina). The “Big-4” began aggres-
sively expanding and increasing their collective market share in the 1980s, just in fime to take advantage of the
enormous sales growth since the mid-1990s. Between 1993 and 2004, per capita bottled water consumption
doubled in the U.S.. The Canadian Food Bureau says thal by volume, the beverage is now more popular than
caffee, tea, apple juice and milk,

An extensive number of statistics are used to present the big picture, though the book relies heavily on
figures from the New Yark-based Beverage Marketing Corporation, the “leading provider of beverage-related
data." Interestingly, Mexicans are said have the third highest average boitled water consumption, 179 litres in

‘ 2005, due to local water quality problems. (Italians consume the most per capita.) In terms of overall consump-
'~ tion, the United States leads the way, sipping its way through twenty-eight billion litres on & daily basis. Yet the

fastest growing markets for bottied water are all in the global south,

The book is well organized, and the arguments are succinct. Like the majority of non-fiction, it's nat a book
to read for its prose, but information is presented clearly, making good use of charts, graphs and sidebars. i
includes a Bottler's List, documenting the lacations of most of the major botiling plants around North America.

Part 4, Response and Resistance, fells readers how to respond to what Clarke, executive direcior of the
Polaris Institute, calls the “environmental-health fraud” of the industry in general. He documants ten counts or
charges against the “contemporary con artists,” that while raising many valid paints, come across as bordering
on dogmatic or overwrought. On the other hand, the chapter also gives readers tools to become more active
and aware of the standards — or lack of — in their own communities, and details effective examples oi resist-
ance in Ontario, the U.S. and Brazik.

Tha issues were given recent prominence in December 2008, when the City of Toronio baaned the sale
and digtributicn of bottled water on city premises. According 1o a subsequent op-ed article by Clarke, seven-
teen municipalities from five provinces have enacted similar bans. The Polaris Institute has organized an
ongoing campaign al fnsidethebottle.org,

Clarke does recognize that bottled water has a role to play in emergency situations, and provides economic
benefits to many communities. And the solutions the book advocates seem quite reasonable, if not sntirely prag-
matic under current conditions: community contro! of the resource; extraction from sustainable sources; the use
oi recycled containers with a deposit/return system; and federal standards at least equal to those for tap water.

In the meantime, since the release of Inside the Bottle, the industry has continued to expand. Make way
for oxygenated, herbal and vitamin waters, and he multitude of issues and claims brought by these products,
as companies do their best to convince you to turn off the tap. &
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A Case for

Restoration Incentive Program Only Part of the Solution

By Bob Grant, Manitoba Manager of Provincial Operations, Ducks Unlimited Canada

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS own and manage the ma-
fority of land in southern Manitoba. This agricultural land is the
key to safeguarding our nation’s natural capitat because of the
ecological goods and services (EGS) these healthy and con-
served landscapes provide.

EGS are the benefits that society receives from natural
lands, including wetlands. The benefits of wetlands include the
purification of water and air, carbon sequestration, groundwater
recharge, flood and erosion coniral, and biodiversity. But wet-
lands continue to be fost in Manitoba at an alarming rate. In fact,
seventy percent of wellands have disappeared or have been

- degraded in setiled areas of the province.

Landewners have the unique opportunity on their lands to pro-
vide an increased abundance and diversity of EGS. Prevanting
the further loss of wetlands and other natural areas is an essential
step in making Manitoba & leader in greenhouse gas mitigation,
waler quality protection, scientific innovation and environmentally
responsible agricultural production. Promoting watland retention
and restoration as part of regular farm praciices is a necessary
and pivotal shift away from the afarming patéern of ongoing loss
and environmental degradation and must be a priority for all Ca-
nadians in order for meaningful progress to be made toward a
sustainable rural and urban Canadian iandscape.

Impacts of Wetland Loss

Wetland loss is sigrificantly deteriorating Manitoba’s environ-
ment. Algae blooms on Lake Winnipeg and many other lakes and
reservoirs are a symptom of increased nutrients being delivered
from upstream watersheds. When wetlands are lost, significant
amounts of phosphorus, nitrogen and other pellutants are allowed
1o be released from the landscape into the water systems. In ad-
dition, greenfhiouse gases are released and the land's ability 10
store carbon is reduced, contributing to global climate change.

Loss of wetlands also increases peak runoff and average
annual sediment loading, which leads to erosion and damage
downatream. A more subtle but definite change is the slow but
steady decline in native plant, waterfowl and wildlife populations.

Restoration Benefits

Restoration usually means simply placing a small earth plug
on an existing drainage ditch. The benefits of restoring wetlands
are seen in improvements 1o surface and groundwater supplies
and assimilation of nuirients, pathogens and other pollutants
into wetland vegetation. A restored wefland is capable of retain-
ing or removing up 10 ninety-five percent of these elements that

are introduced to it. A neiwork of restored and natural wetlands &2
has the ability to significantly reduce nutrient and contaminant
loading to Lake Winnipeg and other surface water reservoirs.

Wetland restoration can also be a significant player in miti-
galing climate change. The newly
restored welland vegetation and
soil will sequester large amounts
of carbon, preventing its release to
the aimosphere as carbon dioxide.

Wetland retention and res-
toration as a beneficial manage-
ment practice has been largely
overlooked in the pursuit of sus-
tainable agriculture even though
wellands provide many benefits
that contribute to the agricufturat
economy and broader social and
economic well being. Restored wetllands provide water to live-
stock; they provide a source of feed in times of drought; they
can reduce a producer’s carbon fooiprint; and they may provide
future ecanomic-return in the form of carbon credits.

DUC’s New Research

Ducks Unlimited Ganada's (DUC) water quality research in
the Broughton's Creek watershed in southwest Manitoba shows
the need 1o engage landowners as a critical component in stop-
ping wetland logs. This new research confirms the value of wet-
lands fo all of society and clearly illustrates how wetland loss
impagts the environment. The study confirms that wetlands loss
results in increased nutrient loading to Rivers Lake and Lake
Winnipeq, as well as increasing greenhouse gas emissions.

The good news is that new financial incentives under the
province’s Welland Restoration Incentive Program (WRIP) will
encourage landowners to help restore wetlands, improve wa-
ter quality and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. DUC and
Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation (MBHG) are the key
partners in delivering the province's WRIP initiative and will
restore wetlands at no cost 1o the landowner, after signing a
perpetual Conservation Agreement. By 2012, it is anticipated
that over 2,500 acres of lost wetiands will be restored and up to
150 producers will participate in WRIP. .

The WRIP, while an important step in restoring lost wetland
fungtion, still does not accomplish the necessary goal of pro-
tecting existing wetlands. In addition to WRIP, a comprehensive
and integrated provincial wetland policy that protects as well

as restores wetlands is needed to pre-

Pholes Courtesy of DUC

204-947-6511 or
www.mbeconetwork.org

Complimentary Copy

Please consider subscribing at

vent further deterioration of Manitoba's
imporiant fandscapes.

Your role is vital. Government needs
to hear from you so they can move for-
ward with a weltand policy that benefils
all Manitobans. ol
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