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Shared faming:
Crossing the

chasm between

farm and city
by Toby Maloney

I t farmers are helpless in the face of
ystemic problems like sky high input
Q)sts. rock bottom commmodity prices,
ballooning debt and soil degradation,
then what can city dwellers do other than
numb their compassionate senses at the
mention of the “‘farm crisis?”’
The easy answer is change the
system, but how?

An innovative pilot program that
tries to build community between farmers
and city dwellers mighthave oneanswer.
The name of the program is “‘Shared
Farming’” and the idea in a nutshell 1s to
match the obvious demand for produce
in the city with local growers who practice
sustainable farming.

Buying groups contract in advance
with apool of farmers who grow for their
produce needs. The buyers pay current
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market prices and the
farmer benefits by
receiving the amount
that would otherwise be
pocketed by whole-
salers, retailers, and
brokers inbetween. The
city dweller benefits
from a secure and
healthy source for tood.
Shared Farming
organizer and Ste.
Adolphe farmer Dan
Wiens knows that setting
up a pilot program to
find fair prices tor local
farm products by bring-
Ing consumers inregular
personal contact with
producers won't be the
quick fix to get farmers
through the winter. But
he also knows that
something has to give.
“The system isn’t
working right now. It’s
obvious. Farmers all
know it ... One of the
differences is I've de-
cided to look for alter-
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FARMING

natives,”’ says Wiens.

With 80 per cent of Manitoba
produce grown for export, farmers are
heavily exposed to the vagaries and
inequities of world markets. Meanwhile
produce available in Winnipeg super-
markets travels an average of between
1300 and 1800 miles before being
consumed. The ratio of energy expended
to the food value produced has reached
ten calories to one with processing and
transportation reponsible for eight
calories compared with two to one for

locally grown produce.

Shared Farming organizer Ray
Epp, who started the group as part of
Stewards of the Land, attributes this to
an agribusiness systemthat *‘has a vested
interest in keeping farmers and urban
people apart.”

For instance, farmers receive only
pennies for the grain in a loaf of bread,
but the local bakery he is a partner with
IS proving that the profit margin for the

See Community page - 10
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Reread:

by Toby Maloney

Party animals

The everpresent debate between

the ‘‘electoral Greens’ and the
“movement Greens’” seems to have
resulted in a productive compromise in
California where enough signatures
(80,000 plus) were collected to put the
party on the next statewide ballot.

For background on the Green
Party in the United States see ““The
Greens: To Party or Not?’” inthe October
issue of Z Magazine (photocopy available
at the Network resource centre). The
article by Brian Tokar looks at the various
tensions between local organizers who
want candidates accountable to the
movement and national organizers who
settle for Green endorsed candidates and
coalitions at the state and federal level.

The word on weed

The movement to rehabilitate the
once proud reputation of the humble
hemp plant is well along according to the
January-February issue of Alternatives
which reports that marijuana (herb, ganja,
pot, grass -- use a synonym appropriate
for your generation) advocates are
pointing to hemp as an alternative to
forest destruction for making paper and
other creativeuses. Thestalk once grown
by George Washington and Thomas
Jefterson (and used for the first draft of
the American Declaration of Indepen-
dence) could replace wood pulp as a
paper source because it is several times
more productive on a per acre basis than
the slower-growing trees that are now
the standard, according to advocates like
the Business Alliance for Commerce in
Hemp (BACH) which
appar-ently also favours
plano concertos.

A quick flip through
other periodicals

Truth vs. Facts

An article in the September-October
issue of the new advertisement-free Ms,
Magazine stolidly supports the wisdom of
mother’s and families in the face of mis-
applied science. Truth vs, Facts by Paula
DiPerna relates instances where women’s
warnings were dismissed out of hand and
later proved right. In a “*"Women and The
Environment’’ section the magazine also
reprints fromother works including a chpater
from Rosalie Bertell’s “*No Immediate
Danger: Prognosis for a Radioactive Earth.”
(Photocopy of section available in Network
resource centre).

Hydrogen bombshell

Links Magazine writer Eric Niens
is getting the word out on the so-called clean
Hydrogen propelled automobiles. Working
from reports in German newspapers where
car manu-facturers have been produc%

Hydrogen-burning versions of their ¢
Niens documented several concerns abc
the contribution to the Greenhouse Effect
from the vapours created by burning the gas
and the sordid connection with James Bay
destruction in the summer issue of Links.
Hydro Quebec has signed deals to supply
the large amounts of electricity needed for
separating the H’s from the O’s in St.
Lawrence River water. Niens’ one-person
campaign has also included a letter in the
Globe and Mail and a reprint of his article
inthe winter issue of Earth Island Journal,
published in San Francisco.

Articles cited in ReRead are available in the
Manitoba Eco-Network Resource Centre
201-128 James Avenue.
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Will that be paper or plastic?
by Anne Lindsey

Guess what? Re-using is a more environmentally-friendly
option than recycling, at least as far as grocery bags are
concerned.

That’s the not-so-surprising conclusion of a new report
by Prof. Robert Fenton at the University of Winnipeg.
Grocery Bag Comparison, Report #1, documents an
examination of the relative merits of plastic, paper, and re-
usable nylon bags for carrying home one’s groceries.

Fenton compared studies which used a wide complement
of parameters, including energy and raw materials used, and
volume of emissions released to the environment during
manufacture, use and discard to compile a ‘‘Resource and
Environmental Profile Analysis’” (REPA) of the different bag
types. He thenlooked at the effects of multiple use of bags, and
of plastic bag recycling programs on the ‘‘environmental
tfootprint’” left by the various types. Evenunder the assumption
of a (highly unlikely) 75% recycling rate, and an improbable
use frequency of 10trips for plastic, the re-usable ‘‘permanent”™
bags still come out on top. (Paper bags, incidentally, do not
stack up well when all indicators are considered).

Environmentalists will be relieved to know that what
they have been saying all along is, in fact, correct. And now
they will have a well-researched, concise report to back them
with “‘the facts’’. (I for one will brandish it triumphantly).

The Grocery Bag Comparison is part of a larger study
led the Winnipeg Packaging Project, which will also
amine coffee cups, egg cartons and milk containers in later
phases. The project is partially financed by a $10,000 grant
fromthe Environmental Innovations Fund. A research assistant
was also hired under the On-Site program.

Some may sigh in frustration at the use of all this hard-
to-come-by cash to prove something that was a pretty sure bet
all along, but Bob Fenton points out that this comparison of re-
usable bags with paper and plastic had previously not been
done in North America. Furthermore, he says, most of the
studies which compare paper and plastic disposables are done
by the plastics industry, and therefore aren’t ““independent.””
His approach is to get all the information onto a level playing
field, and to work from there.

A sensible idea, considering the amount of conflicting
information currently available.

It’s just that it’s hard not to wonder why we have to go
to all this trouble to resolve an issue which seems almost
frivolous compared to some of the other environmental
questions facing the planet. After all, people did just fine
without disposable grocery bags for years ... (and in many
parts of the world, they still do!).

Grocery Bag Comparison is available for reference in

the Resource Centre, and for those who have now been
onvinced, we also have re-usable nylon Eco-bags for sale in
| bookstore.
P.S. The now familiar, colourful Eco-bags, a project of
Mennonite Central Committee, were the brainchild of our
Steering Committee member, Rhoda Rempel, and are now
being sold across North America.

NETWORK PEOPLE
Toby finds his niche!

We're happy to report that Toby Maloney is now a
regular staff member at the Eco-Network, thanks to the
generosity of a foundation which wishes to remain anonymous.
Toby’s new, official title is ‘‘Director of Communications.’’ In
this position, he’ll continue to edit Eco-Journal as well as
picking up a number of other communications-related tasks
aimed at increasing the profile of the Network, our member
groups and the work that we all do.

Toby is a familiar face at the Network, of course, having
been active in a number of roles over the past years, both as paid
staff and volunteer. He was responsible for the new look of Eco-
Journal last year, and for our primer, Springtide in 1990. Toby
also co-ordinated our hazardous waste public participation
project in 1989.

Fellow travellers

Executive Director, Anne Lindsey, is currently on atour
of the Philippines, as a guest of the Philippine Development
Assistance Program. Anne will be visiting a number of NGO-
run community development projects, and doing some
environmental networking with Philippine groups.

Meanwhile, members of our Steerinz Committee have
also been busy lately. Brian Pannell attended a major international
conference in Paris just before Christmas. The event was for
non-governmental groups to examine and respond to documents
and agendas being prepared for the Earth Summit (UN Conference
on Environment and Development) to be held in Brazil in June.

Steve Rauh has just returned from Harare, Zimbabwe,
where he spoke at the First General Assembly of the Forum of
African Voluntary Development Organizations, and did some
ground work for a possible Sth Conference onthe Hope and Fate
of the Earth to be held in Zimbabwe. (Watch the March/April
issue of Eco-Journal for reports from Zimbabwe and the
Philippines).

COUP II (the sequel)

Bryan Johnson has been busy directing the Canadian
Organic Unity Project’s drafting of a set of national standards
for Canadian organic food production, processing and marketing.
These have been submitted to the European Community, and
should pave the way for exports of Canadian organi. i~od to the
European market.

Bill Goddard recently attended an Environment/
Development meeting in Fredericton, New Brunswick, sponsored ||
by the International Affairs Caucus ofthe Canadian Environment ||
Network. (See Bill’s report in this issue).

Introducing ...

And last, but not least, we are delighted to welcome |}

Karen Beattie, representing the Rainforest Action Information
Network, to an interim position on our Steering Committee.
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Calendar of Events

FEBRUARY

February 13: A talk by Stuart Wulff of the South
Pacific People’s Foundation on Nuclear Testing in the
Pacificand Environmental Concerns withisbeing sponsored
by the YM-Y WCA International Development Branch.
Starts at 7:30 p.m. at Downtown Y, Lower Level (301
Vaughn). 989-4170 for more information.

February 14: Canada-wide day of protest against
individual and environmental destruction caused by the
trapping and poaching of fur bearing animals. Sponsored
locally by Manitoba Animal Rights Coalition. Call
James Pearson (477-6203) for details.

February 14 to 16: The third Prairie Conservation
and Endangered Species Workshop will be held in
Brandon. Built around the theme of ‘‘integrating Land
Use, People and Endangered Species,’’ the workshop will
be of interest to naturalists, farmers, academics and
agricultural/resource professionals alike. Co-hosted by
the Rural Development Institute at Brandon University,
Department of Natural Resources, and the Manitoba
Naturalists Society. More information from the Institute
727-9734.

February 15: Al Cafe features environment issues
with a night of entertainment, a brief talk and information
tables at the West End Cultural Centre. John Miller from

Links Magazine will speak on pesticides and environment
implications in developing countries. Entertainers inlcude

Ed Dufort with hisenvironment songsand the Wyrd Sisters
(to be confirmed). Doors open at 7:30 with a show time of
8 p.m. Tickets are $6 at the door ($3 for students/
unemployed). Non-Smoking event. Families are welcome.
Al Cafe has broadened its base beyond Latin American
issues to become a social and political forum for the entire

activist community.

February 19: Canadian Parks and Wilderness
Society Annual General Meeting. Eco-Network office
201-128 James Avenue, 7:00 p.m. Highlight shde
presentations on Atikaki and Grass River Provincial Parks.
For more informaiton call 237-5947.
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February 22: Concerned Citizens of Manitoba
regular meeting 10:30 a.m. Eco-Network office 201-123

James Avenue.

February 23: * ‘Tatshenshini Wilderness Quest’” multi-
media slide presentation. Learn more about the international
fight to save North America’s wildest river. Sponsored
locally by Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
Manitoba. Basic Medical Sciences Building (Bannatyne
and Emily) 8 p.m. Admission $7. Tickets available from
CPAWS members or at the Manitoba Eco-Network office.
For more information call Kim Monson 233-2588 (eve.)

or 786-9485 (days).

February 26: International Development Branch
of YM-YWCA sponsors lunch with Filomeno Sta. Ana_
Secretary General Freedom from Debt Coalition on
debt issue in the Philippines. St. James Y, 150 Ferry Road
at noon. Tickets are $6. For more information call 989-
4170.

February 27: Global Change Game (environment
and development simulation game) sponsored by the
University of Manitoba Recycling and Environment
Group and Rainforest Action Information Network.

Opento studentsand general public. Tache Hall auditorium
1 p.m. Phone 474-9118 for more information.

COMING UP: Organic Producers Association of
Manitoba holds its annual conference in March. Sorry no
details available. Call 1-748-1315 for information.

MARCH

March2: Project PeacemakersPeace Festival kicks
off with the firstina series of six workshops. Topics include
"*500 Years of Indigenous Resistance,”” ‘‘Media-watch,”’
““ConflictResolution (within congregations),”’ ‘ ‘Children
and Violence,”” and **Peace Education Through the Arts ‘
Each workshop evening is hosted at a different church to

better facilitate the ecumenical nature of the organization.
Call 775-8138 for more details.



March 15: Eco-Journal deadline foradvertising and
submissions to the March-April issue.

C March 17 to 20: Forest Awareness Week. Various
'@ventsat the University Centre and elsewhere on campus, <9
University of Manitoba. Sponsored by UMREG ' "“
(University of Manitoba Recylcing and Environment

Group)and the Rainforest Action InformationNetwork.,  ~N——— ‘
Call 474-9118 for more information.

i &
April4. Environmentally Sound Packaging Coalition

meeting in Winnipeg. Call the Network at 956-1468 for ‘
details.

MAY

.May 7 to May 10: Brandon United Nations Youth
Seminar sponsored by Marquis Project. Theme:

Indigenous Peoples and the Global Environment. Open to Keep YO ur HO me
youth, 15 to 20 years old. Speakers include Tim Grant ]

editor of Green Teacher Magazine and Rodrigo Contreras an d_our En Vlronment
of the World Council of Indigenous Peoples (re: Fit and Healthy!
rainforests), etc. BUNYS is a four-day live-in conference

Qr Manitoba youth, which includes keynote speakers, m Our HOME CONDITION Reports help you
orkshops, simulations, drama and music. Registration save energy and money.
fee, which includes room and board and all programs and B We offer radon and other air quality tests

materials, 1s $150. For more information call Celia Sarbit to check your home's environment.
at Marquis 727-5675.

B Our newsletter and seminars provide you
with reliable information.

May 28-29: Third Annual Marquis Global

Environment Inservice and Conference. Thursday HOME IMPROVEMENT
evening and all day Friday. Theme: How to Teach about ADVICE NETWORK
the Environment and Activities to Engage in During 2nd floor, 472 Academy Rd.
Environment Week and Year Round. Open toteachersand for impartial advice call

the general public. A parallel conference for students will
happen 1n Brandon simultaneously, using many of the |
same speakers and activities. Speakers incldue Candace

Savage, wildlife photojournalist and author of the children’s 488-4207
book ‘“Trash Attack,”” Moyra Tooke, curriculum
development co-ordinator, Common Heritage Program,

Ottawa. In all, there will be two keynote speeches and at TALL GRASS PRAIRIE BREAD Co.

least ten workshops. Last year over 170 teachers and and Deli Inc.

interested individuals from across Manitoba attended this A neighborhood b SR

event. For more information, contact Debbie Jennings at cinnagmoglinfgs’ mafgirgsscﬁ;l tlj;?gilgfg %?gs ’

Marquis 727-5675. All made with organically grown ’Prairie .
G 0 o ; grains ground right at the bakery.

nvironmentally Speaking produced by the stmini o iy
anitoba Environmental Council airs every Wednesday Eesine ster Ave. Winnipeg
at9:30 p.m. and again on Saturday at 1:30 p.m. on VPW- 783-5097

11,
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Minister: Department will become

Following an article in our last
issue by NDP Environment Critic
Marianne Cerillireflecting on some ideas
for creating change, we decided to
interview Environment Minister Glen
Cummings, who has held the portfolio
for three years, to see what direction he
plans for his department.

Eco-Journal (EJ): There’s been a
massive shift in public perspective on
environment issues in the past ten years
— most of that shift in public opinion
seesm to favour a more activist role for
government In both regulating and
developing programs. What’s your
perspective on the role of government in
solving our envrionmental problems?

Glen Cummings (GC): There’s
no question in my mind nor should there
be in anyone’s mind the responsibilities
are increasing inthe area of environmental
protection. Those governments thatdon’t
demonstrate a change in how they
approach environmental regulation, how
they approach licencing from an
environmental and economic standpoint
will face the consequences. I think the
public does expect a much more active
and much more repsonsive role on the
part of the government.

That includes providing infor-
mation -- access to information —making
surethe public is comfortable. The public
has a right to know and providing that
information allows for informed
government and public interchange. It
allows for better decision making on the
part of the government.

EJ: Does it also extend to things
like starting recycling programs or
government investment in alternative
energy sources?

GC: It does. I think the difference
how we have approached some of those
topics as opposed to how our critics
would have us approach them is that we
believe that, in recycling for example,
we have to move to develop the markets

as we are developing the ability to collect
the material -- newsprint being a good
example. There has been a dramatic
change in the newsprint industry in this
provincealone. Thedifferences thathave
occurred in the last two years between
Repap and Abitibi and the demand for
paper out there in the public are affected

““The Environment
Minister isn't quite as
lonely as he used to be.
We also see that
Improvements In areas
heavily to do with
environmental protection
have spinoffs that are
very beneficial to the
environment.”’

all the way from the top of the industry
through to the recycling industry. It
means that our process doesn’t move as
fast as even I think it should but it tells me
that we will end up with a process that
will be very community-based and will
be responsive to the real needs of the
public because the moods and demands
the public makes are shifting as well.
Also you have to look at what I
see as, inthelong run. the more damaging
issues -- tires, hazardous materials being
wasted that could be recycled. That all
has to be tied into the drive for more
efficiency in energy, for example. We
should not burn fuel that exceeds in value
the material that we are trying to recycle.
Government regulation and
simply imposing more taxes isn’t the
only answer. We canuse economic tools,
however, todrive some of the material in
terms of recycling and in terms of how
the public views these materials when
they’re doing their purchasing and that’s
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an area that I hope to explore extensively
in the next little while.

EJ: What about your role as
Environment Minister in cabinet? Will
environment concerns ever get the kind
of attention or profile that economic
questions have?

GC: Thereality of being in cabinet
today as Environment Minister is that
there’s an increasing awareness among
all of the public and that’s reflected by
the people in cabinet. Whether it’s this
cabinet or others the environmental issues
are getting much more attention. The
Environment Minister isn’t quite as lonely
as he used to be and the fact is that we also
see that improvements in areas having to
do with environmental protection have
spinoffs that are very beneficial to the
economy.

EJ: Do you sense that you
colleagues in other portfolios are haviig)
their departments consider the
environmental consequences of their
policy decisions?

GC: One of the principles of
sustainable development is that you put
environmental responsiblity into all areas
of government. The Ministers of
Agriculture or Energy and Mines have to
have environmental concerns. We've
addressed that joint interlinking through
developing a committee of cabinet which,
as Environment Minister, I chair. I also
chair the land use committee of cabinet.
The Environment Minister has combined
a number of responsibilities that give me
better access to working co-operatively
and influencing decisions of government
different to what I suggest would have

been the case a generation or a decade
ago.

EJ: Some provinces, Ontario in
particular, have established an i
dependent enforcement arm of
Enviornment Department to investiogate
and prosecute environmental violations.




more proactive, resort to courts

,this type of enforcement capability
something you are considering?

GC: It’s correct to say we try to
bring people on with technical expertise
and not necessarily investigative
expertise. As with every department of
government we are under some financial
pressures and restraints in terms of
expanding the number of people that are
availabie. On the other hand [ believe
that by co-opting other parts of
government including the police force to
work in enforcing the Environment Act
that we are able to gain in that respect. |
know that we believe there are more
things we can do in this area. What we
try to do is focus on the priority areas.

We are already working with the
known generators of hazardous waste
and helping them find suitable ways of
dealing with the material. By being a
department that is facilitative as well as
enforcement oriented, however, we can
Qetimes provide information or share

information with generators as to how
they can more economically operate.
The Hazardous Waste Management
Corporation, for example, will, tor a
fee, provide a waste audit for a
corporation that will help them reduce
their waste and find economical means of
disposal. So we’re trying to offset the
problem of having people throw their
waste in the ditch by saying “Wait 4
minute, we will be here as enforcers but
we may also some ideas of what you may
be able to do with it to keep your costs
down.” We know that we can’t drive the
costs through the roof and not be able to
provide some answers at the same time.

EJ: You alluded to ‘sustainable
development’ earlier, but that’s a
phrase environmentalists have come
to view with suspicion or cynicism. To
many it’s a convenient label for the
same Kind of projects and policies we
ve always had. What, in your view,
erealsubstance behind the phrase?
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GC:Therearehundreds of different

aspects that different people want to
apply to the term ‘sustainable de-
velopment.” The factis, however, that in
providing a standard of living for our
community we also need to recognize
that part, a big important part of that, is
environmental protection as well. And
providing that balance between the

T also see the
Department
responding more
through
the court system.
[t's not by choice...
it's a reality
of the expectations of
the public.”™

recognition of the living standard that we
have and the pressures that puts on the
environment.
| agree with you that there are a
number of times whenpeople will loosely
use the term sustainable development to
try and justify something that maybe
hasn’t had an environmental audit. But I
tfirmly believe that as we continue to go
down the path of providing a more
sustainable development appreciation
within the province, and it’s largely my
responsibility to make sure that message
is out there, is that we recognize very
clearly the linkage between our activities
in our economy and the eftects on the
environment and that a healthy
environment leads to ahealthy economy.
Wehave an enormously important
opportunity to demonstrate that we can
strike a balance between the two. We
have a lifestyle in Canada that’s envied
around the world. We need to make sure
that we recognize the environmental

responsiblities that go with that or we
won’t be able to sustain it.

EJ: Well can we sustain it? Our
current level of consumption of resources
as individuals and as a society — is it
sustainable?

GC: Good point. And when I use
the word sustain, when I say sustain that
doesn’t mean that I’'m not talking aobut
change. We know there are a number of
things that we can and should do better
interms of the impacts on the environment
and that’s why we increase regulatory
responsibilities. That’s why we try to
choose energy consumption patterns that
are not going to lead us down the path to
an unsustainable situation. We also know
that the type of enterprises that we want
to attract to this province need to be those
that are not only s>v .d in their business
practises but have a minimal impact, in
terms of sustainablility, on our
environment.

EJ: What can we expect interms of
new environmental programs or
initiatives in the coming year? What are
your priorities for the department?

[ certainly have a number of issues
which [ hope to proceed on through this
coming year. Some are issues that I
identitied last year and haven’t been able
to bring them through to fruition. I
recognize that there’s a continuing
expectation and certainly an expectation
on my part that we will bring into control
the four waste streams that we identified
through the WRAP process -- tires, used
oil, newsprint and containers.

Morethanthat the implementation
of Sections 8 and 10 of the Dangerous
Goods Handling and Transportation Act
and the establishment of a Hazardous
waste management sitee will go along
way towards providing the infrastructure
to allow us to continue with the regulatory
and the more active elimination of
materials from our waste stream that
shouldn’t be there.
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Conference report:
Building an altemative economic agenda

by Bill Goddard, Crossroads Resource Group

The International Affairs Caucus of the Canadian
Environmental Network took a major initiative when it held its
first intensive workshop on alternative economics in Fredericton
January 10 to 12. About 35 people attended the workshop hosted
by the Conservation Council of New Brunswick.

Lynn Sabean, the I.A.C. co-ordinator worked with
Janice Harvey of the Council to plan and implement the meeting.
The method of capturing our ideas included intense workshops,
brainstorming sessions for ‘writing’ a book on alternative
economics, and presentations by resource people both in person
and via video. We had lunch and supper on site, so we could keep
the focus on the workshop goals. We had a special resource
person from the Movimiento Ambientalista Nicraguense
(N icg}ragua) who provided an international perspective from the
‘south.’
The working sessions also included the connection to the
Earth Summit, or UNCED (United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development). Peter Padbury with the Canadian
Council for International, Cooperation (CCIC) led one session
on how NGO’s can get involved in the UNCED process. Peter
stressed that soliciting southern critiques of the working documents
are an important way of getting response from the south on the
northern agenda. (If you want to receive the most recent
information on this process, contact Lynn Sabean at (604) 358-
2555, or FAX (604) 358-7950.)
The weekend was organized into three parts, 1) Sustainable
Local Economies, 2) Sustainable National and International

Economies, and 3) Moving Forward: Drafting the Agenda and
Strategic Intervention. George Peabody was our official Scribe.
He collected our ideas during the brainstorming on the ‘book’.
This document is entitled *‘From Local to Global: Transition to
Sustainable Economies,’’ and is also available from Lynn (1Agms
It contains two parts: 1) Core elements of sustainable |
economies, 2) Core elements of sustainable national and
international economies.

Both David Brooks and Michael Bradfield, who are
professional economists, pointed out the impossibility of the
proposal in the Brundtland report (Our Common Future) thatone
more round of ‘economic growth’ could lift the ‘developing’
nations out of poverty and ecological degeneration.

We learned about a very novel quasi-government in the
community of Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania. A pictorial
representation of the quasi-government system will be available
through the network office. It has all the qualities of a two party
democracy. Membership is voluntary, and the ‘taxes’ are also
voluntary. A model is being developed for application to a
bioregion of Maine and New Brunswick.

The role of co-operatives in sustaining local economies
without dependence on ‘foreign’ investment was shown by the
video on the Cheticamp, N.S. cooperatives, which have been
developing since 1911.

The concept of regional study groups was proposed in the
workshop on defining sustainable economic principles. The
proposed study groups may focus on local community or more
global communities of communities, as outlined in Daly and
Cobb’s book, For the Common Good (1989).

George Peabody’s report, David Brooks’paper, and
several others provided as resources for the workshop wil@
made available at the Eco-Network resource centre. |

If you and your organization would like to participate in

an “alternative economic study group’ please contact Dr. Bill
Goddard, 947-9160 or 774-6482.

New resources available at
the Mlanitoba Eco-Network

Since the last issue of Eco-Journal our resource centre
has received some very useful materials and reports available for
research and perusal.

e Hot off the press is an important recource for educators
called the Canadian Environmental Education Catalogue
published by the Pembina Institute in Alberta. The project
compiled a database of 4000 titles and reviewed 1200 for this
edition of the catalogue. The catalogue comes in a three ring
binder (made from recycled soft drink containers) so it can be
updated on a subscription basis. The catalogue lists and describes
curriculum materials, background information, games and
activities, fiction/non-fiction stories and display/motivational
materials. It has quick listings by general topics and reference to
page numbers for detailed listings.
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The Network has a copy available for use in our resource
centre and information about ordering is contained in an
advertisement elsewhere in this issue.

® There’s nothing like a concise clear fact used in context to
make your point. Statistics Canada has produced a useful survey
of statistics on Human Activity and the Environment. The
publication notes that it is a ‘‘statistical overview of Cana-da’s
physical environment and the interactions between people and
other elements of the natural system.”’

““This source book focusses on the activities of individuals
and the socio-economic systems in consuming resources, in
building and reshaping landscapes and in generating wastes, as
well as changes in the conditions of land, water, air and plants
and animals.”” One of the strengths of the publication is

breakdown into provincial and bio-regional statistics as wel
the national figures.

=)

® [f you're the person in your office who has been wanting
to make some environmentally-friendly changes in the workplace,



butuncertain how to go about it, the Harmony Passing on a bnght idea
Foundation has a new book which you should :
by Anne Lindsey

take a look at. Workplace Guide, Practical
Action for the Environment, is a 170 page
manual chock-full of great information for
Q;ening the workplace. Proving that recycling

ot your only option, Workplace Guide
covers such topics as water, energy,
purchasing, transportation, property
management and more, and gives thumbnail
sketches of companies all over Canada which
have succeeded in improving their environ-
mental record. A reference copy is available
iIn our Resource Centre, and we will soon
have some copies for purchase.

The Rural Municipality of Lac du Bonnet has passed a resolution on energy
efficiency it would like other Manitoba municipalities to emulate. At its Dec. 17
council meeting the R.M. called on Manitoba Hydro to expand its rebate program
to include energy efficient lightbulbs. Councillor George Ylonen, a Concerned
Citizens of Manitoba member who introduced the motion complains that ““the bulbs

are available, but they’re so darned expensive.”’
Ylonen feels that Hydro consumers would be encouraged to purchase the

efficent lightbulbs if a rebate were available.

A Manitoba Hydro representative says that a rebate program for energy
efficient light bulbs in the commercial sector is currently being compiled undf:r the
Power Smart program. He says it may be in place by mid 1992. Rebates in the

residential sector are ‘‘under discussion.”
Meanwhile Hydro is screening several makes of compact fluorescent bulbs to

assess their performance. Some good results have been observed with the rebate
‘ y 1 ( ~ at .
programs for outdoor timers for block heater PRACTICAL ACTION

® Also received: Environmental Issues:
A City of Winnipeg Status Report, 1991
fromthe Research and Policy Analysis Branch

of .th.e Boarq of Cgmmisioners - outlines | plugs and. enérlggy emcslen't shower heads - FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
activites and issues for each department/area | - also part ot Fower smart. : Your Workplace Guide
George Ylonen is still hoping that EAFa i By NG STon:

of concern for the City; What you Told Us
... Forests, the report of the provincial

other Manitoba municipalities will take 175 pages of actions

worksneers ang resourdes

Sustainable Development Unit’s workshop | UP .the gall for light bulb rebates in the Lo Mok So ol
on forests (Land and Water Strategy series); residential sector. : 2 \ e o
International Affairs Caucus materials ‘* | N gl  aste o
analysing the United Nations Conference on A onl | anspomator
Environment and Development process and etegyiivall | Sroperty management
o ommunity invoivement

position papers.

’l

§37.45 (incluges CST). Chegque, money Jrger, v's2,
Dinars Clud, or Mastercaro to Harmony Foundation,
P 0 Box 3444 5:ation O, Cttawa Ontanig, Lanaca

<1P 5P9 Specify engush or frencn

[he Canadian

Environmental Education Catalogue

For School and Community Educators...
Quick access to complete information about educational resources!

v more than 1100 o/ extensive, | : | 7 featiie udiouisid) Hotenal
resources listed easyioase . A curriculum kits and packages, books,
v review of resource cross-index _ : $ -_ i factsheets, periodicals, music, puzzles,
content, format, v complete Liwige o V407 e posters, computer programs and
educational usage, b|b||ograph|c' P y o ' e . netwc?rks, enwrpnmental flCtIOn,
and environmental price and ordering O, ., teaching techniques, and more!
topic focus information i % T i i

$40.00 - Full 2 year subscription

receive the main volume Y e,  Llaagn N
plus supplementary volumes of L v IR o U N
new resources (1 every 6-8 months) . A Riaesdi T T W O rd er N OWI
purchase orders and invoice requests L 2
accepted for institutions only &

(add $10.00 for shipping outside Canada) The Pembina Institute

. e 10 Box 7558

20.00 - Main volume only Drayton Valley, AB Canada
pre-paid or purchase order only TOE OMO
‘add $4 00 for shipping outside Canada) Ph: (403) 542-6272

Please add 7% GST - Reg. #R127809036 Fax: (403) 542-6464
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Community continued from page 1

go-between is hefty indeed. Tall Grass Prairie Bread Co. buys
and mills local organically grown grain at three times the
market price and still shows a profit, he says.

““Where does that money go? What constitutes the price of
food?’’ Epp asks. “‘It’s financing takeovers of retail food
chains or processors -- who is being served by that? Our whole
food system is being bought up by people who have no interest
in healthy agriculture, in a healthy culture,”” Epp says.
Incidentally, as a result of recent takeovers, Epp says the tiny
bakery’s one horse mill is now the largest Canadian-owned
flour mill in Winnipeg.

Already active in organizing community land trusts -- a way
of decommodifying land and making it available for farmers
who have been forced off by bankruptcy -- Stewards of the
Land has been looking for practical ways of helping the farm
community. To do that the group is relying on a conviction that
consumers and farmers have a shared interest in fair prices,
ecologically-sound farming practices, and local economic
development.

It isn’t the first time this kind of approach has been tried. At
a recent meeting in Winnipeg the group heard from a Japanese
visitor that in her country a similar project, the Seikatsu Club
started in 1965. One woman who wanted to buy healthy milk
for her family organized a larger group of buyers which led to
a producer-consumer co-operative with 220,000 families and
a bank account of more than a $billion.

Closer to home in Minneapolis-St. Paul the Community-
supported Agriculture project has grown from two producers
to 16 in two years. Epp and Wiens are travelling to Minnesota
to meet with and learn from the group there before finalizing
the mechanics of the Manitoba system for the next growing
season. Other experiments with sustainable communities are
being conducted on the eastern seaboard.

Buyer groups, whether they are based on neighbourhoods,
workplaces or organizations such as churches, will consist of
about twenty families who will plan, with the group’s assistance,
their summer produce needs. Hopefully that would include
canning and freezing to replace expensive winter imports,
Wiens says. They will invest their money in the co-op and
receive vegetables, grain, or fruit in return. Farmers can
receive fair compensation at market prices by eliminating the
middle-person and retaining the purchase price Wiens believes.

A pool of farmers will supply the orders on a weekly basis to

Marianne Cerilli '8
NDP Environment Critic

| weicome any suggestions,
information, or questions

234-440 Broadway
Wpg. MB R3C 0V8

945-1567
222-0074

Contact:
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a group leader and then withdraw payment,from the co-
op. Ideally the contact will be meaningful, leading to
familiarity with the needs of both communities and
developing a bond.

In Japan for instance, producers often include family
photographs or reports on the year’s outcome so consumers
know who is growing their food and how. Consumer
groups also get together for workshops on canning and
preserving or preparing food.

The overall goal of the program is to make healthy food
universally acceptable and available and to provide an
opportunity for small producers to survive and prosper.

So far the Shared Farming group has had several
meetings with inidivduals interested in the concept and is
arranging further meetings with groups interested in
becoming buyers, so far mostly churches who have
expressed an interest in moving to the next stage of
involvement. Shared Farming is planning lunch meetings
(all organic Manitoba produce) to get the buyer groups
up and running.

Epp and Wiens appreciate that to work the system relies
to an extent on the altruism of city dwellers who will do
more work than they might otherwise have to in order to
eat, but the two organizers are fairly sure that urban
consumers care about the land and where their food
comes from.

As Epp points out ‘‘the most important part of the food
system is the land and the people who look after the
land.”” And it could just be that more and more people
will come to understand that they, too, can play a part in
looking after that land.

For information about upcoming Shared Farming meetings
or to contact Stewards of the Land phone 774-6223.
Mailing address is 232 Home Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
R3G IX1.
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Volunteers needed to meet
®ecmand for wildlife rehabilitation

by Toby Maloney

There’s an immediate need for more volunteers with the
Manitoba Wildlife Rehabilitation Organization (MWRO) because
of a large increase in the number of sick or injured birds and
animals the group is treating. In the last year alone the volunteer
organization has seen a dramatic increase in the number of
“patients’” from 600 to 1000.

According to Mary O’Shaughnessy, the group’s volunteer
co-ordinator, the increase seems to be attributable more to
increased awareness about MWRO’s service than any increase in
the number of injuries or disease in the bird and animal
population.

Manitoba Wildlife Rehabilitation Organization, with the
exceptionof O’Shaughnessy’s part time staft position as volunteer
co-ordinator, is a “‘totally volunteer’’ organization. Unlike most
provinces there is no wildlife hospital or facility in Manitoba.
MWRO has announced a plan to open an animal hospital by
Qoating older buildings and moving onto a site at the Glenlee

search Station at the University of Manitoba.

For the past seven or eight years that MWRO has been
operating, sick birds and animals have been picked up by
volunteers with flight cages in their own homes and taken to
veterinary hospitals, which have also volunteered their services.
The growth in patients has been constant since the group formed
in 1984, but publicity about the group’s development plans
probably accounted for the larger jump in the past year’s figures.

The group operates under both provincial and federal
permits, since in most instances it is illegal to shelter wild
animals. Volunteers staft the group’s phone number (832-6976)
with call forwarding to their homes. Calls come in from both
individuals and government agencies like the Department of
Natural Resources which find injured animals. Runners trained
to handle the wild animals, pick up the patient and bring them to
rehabilitation volunteers who are trained to assess the animals’
needs.

The medical volunteers either take the animlas to a
veterinary hospital for treatment or care for them at home.
MWRO receives everything from Great Blue Herons and owls
to rare spcies like Peregrine Falcons that have been trapped or
shot and the occasional Bald Eagle suffering from eating mercury
paisoned fish in northern lakes.

&> A typical call in the city involves a bird that has struck a
window or a power line. In rural areas shootings are a common
incident. Fortunately the group has volunteers in many areas of
the provinces and co-operates with the closest veterinary hospital

where possible.

Phone volunteers who receive the calls and set the group’s
response in motion are the most critical volunteer need right now,
says O’Shaughnessy. She says it is difficult to find volunteers
who are free or at least at home during the daytime hours.

The typical shift is 6 hours once a week or once every two
weeks, but O’Shaughnessy says it really is up to the volunteer to
decide how much time to commit. The phone volunteers recieve
orientation training and a manual so they can give advice and
assess the need over the phone before referring a case to a medical
volunteer.

The group also has a need for runners with vehicles. No
experience is required because the organization provides the
training and starts new volunteers off with smaller animlas.
Runners usually are on call one day a weex.

Volunteers who keep at it can also work up to being
medical volunteers. They need to prepare a facility in their home
and have the co-operation of a vet. Orphan care is another area
dedicated volunteers can employ their care and respect for wild
animals. Every species needs to be handled differently and the job
can be very demanding, with feedings every two hours and
constant care,

Central to the group’s philosophy is the right for all of the
animals in care to be treated as wild animals and not adopted as
pets. The occasional bird is too injured to be released in the wild.
but almost all the animals are released as soon as possible after
recovery.

Anyone interested in exploring volunteer opportunities
with the Manitoba Wildlife Rehabilitation Organization should
call 832-6976 and leave a message for Mary O’Shaughnessy.
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Questions about the environment?
Call the Manitoba Eco-Network Resource Centre 956-1468

Detach and mail to:

The Manitoba Eco-Network, P.O. Box 3125, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4Es&

: Please sign us up as a member group of the Eco-Network

: Our cheque is enclosed for group membership and subscription: $30/year
: I/We support Network activities and wish to receive Eco-Journal

 $15 (Individual Subscription)

J $5 (Limited Income)

* Membership is open
to any non-govern-
ment, non-profit group
that has as one of its
objectives the en-
hancing or furthering
ofenvironmental quality,
protecting the envi-
ronment or environ-
mental education.

J $50 Organizations, agencies, government departments and
corporations that do not otherwise qt_Jalify for membership*.

nclosed is a donation of $

E
Charitable tax receipts available for donations over the cost of subscription & mem bership.

| would like to do volunteer work for the Eco-Network. Please call me!

Name or contact person

E Group Telephone # ( )
| Mailing Address Postal Code

: Area(s) of interest

L
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