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Are we able to translate knowledge into action?

An alternative state of the environment report

In 1983 respectedManitoba biologist William O. Pruitt Jr. concluded his book about the threat to the habitat of northern
mammals, Wild Harmony, by noting that our failure to deal with environmental problems is not due to a lack of knowledge.

We see these problems facing animals of the North today are not in the realms of biology or technical wildlife management or even .

sciencein general, butin politics. Technically we know what to, orat least what not to do. The problem lies in the translation of knowledge

into action.

In this issue of Eco-Journal we look at how we are doing in terms of policy and in terms of action. We've tried to include the
behaviour of individual Manitobans. Are we even contemplating the action that is needed in forestry, infood and farming, in waste
reduction, and in preserving wilderness from development? Activists who work hard on these issues make their state of the
environment report inthis issue. The news is not good, but it’s not all bad either.

Report from the homefront
Areindividuals doing theirpart?

by Toby Maloney

' At one time it was fashionable to exhort individuals to “do their

part,” and 1t still 1s in some circles. Environment groups of late have
tended to focus more on policy as it became apparent that individuals
really don’t have the tools they need to influence decisions and
thereby results. For instance, that so many should drive in cities
could be more a function of planning, where we put housing in
relation to work and schools, and the extent to which we collectively
supply options such as cycling or public transportation, than it 1s a
phenomenon of individual preference for private automobiles.

Still, there are some actions, efforts that can only benefitall of us,
that individuals can do. We've all heard the message, so how are we
doing? Are we actually conserving energy, water etc.?

We're not doing too well in one area -- according to Statistics
Canada from 1980 to 1992 we put an additional 3 million passenger
vehicles on the road in Canada, about a 30 per cent increase . There
was no similar increase (1.e.. due to population increases) in the
numbers of other vehicles, school buses, intercity buses etc.
Fortunately, there wasn’t also a 30 per cent increase in gasoline
consumption, which peaked nationally 1n 1989, and then crept back
down to 1986 levels. Manitobans used 1249 litres per capita per year
through this period which tied us for sixth in Canada is gas
consumption. (All figures from Human Activity and the Environ-
ment, 1994)

Water withdrawal and consumption in Canada has also increased
over the last decade for several sectors including the municipal sector
(residential and commercial). Eight per cent more water pumped
through city and town water plants between 1981 and 1991. In the same

See SMALL STEPS page 14

SOS for Eco-Network
Funding shortfall serious

by Anne Lindsey, Executive Director |

Many of you have noticed the For Rent sign in the window of
our building.” And yes, as of this writing, the Manitoba Eco-

 Network is moving. Wearen’t sure just where as yet, but we must,

move by April 15. It’s not the best situation...nobody likes tomove,
and we have been very happy with this location in the Wolsdeyi
neighbourhood. |

What it really comes down to is money. This year we have been
spending more money than we have taken in, and have exhausted
any surplus funds. Our budget projection for the coming year
(April to March) shows a significant shortfall if we expect to
maintain our current level of operations, and unlike government,
we don’t have the quury of running a deficit.

This means cuts in every area, and rent was one line we felt“e
couldreduce. Our hopeis to find space toshare with another group,
thereby sharing some resources as well. We will keep you posted.

Meanwhile, keeping the Eco-Network alive over the coming year
isgoing to be anenormous challenge - especially if our funding from|
Environment Canada (small though it is) is terminated. You will
notice an insert in your Eco-Journal which contains a form for
“Pre-Authorized Chequing” or PAC. It’s a fairly painless way to
make a monthly contribution to an organization or cause that you
support. Please take a moment to read the insert and consider

whether you know others who would consider this option. We have
11 or so members giving us PAC contributions every month. Our.

goal is to increase this number to 200. Please help sustain the
‘environmental community in this province.

L

'becoming a sustaining supporter of the Network, or to determine

!
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Editor puts away the pen

After 32 issues and a little more than
five years, since I put together the first
1ssue of Eco-Journal I've decided to do
other things.

My goal, starting from the first issue in
January 1990, was to accomplish three
things - to report, not just opine, on
provincial environmental issues, to popu-
lanze 1deas that de-
serve circulation,

replacement) let alone against a small group

of aboriginal resisters. .
[ didn’t think the O.P.P. would be able

to get away with shooting someone from
Stoney Point or beating up civil servants.
[ didn’t think we would just go on with
business as usual after hundreds of protest-
ers, including elders, students and parents
were dragged away and charged with “con-
tempt” for defending

particularly alterna-
tives that are ignored
or belittled by main-

SO LONG

Clayoquot Sound. And I
didn’t think that the prime
minister could choke some-

stream media, and to

one, a protester with a le-

serve as a record of
achievement of grass-

roots groups in this

province.

In doing | insisted that it be sustainable,
not a flash in the pan, but on time and
responsible, if not slick.

I'mconcemed, however, that Eco-Jour-
nal will be difficult to sustain, despite our
best efforts or that the Manitoba Eco-
Network 1tself can’t be sustained over the
long term. [ think it is important to have
institutions that try to develop a broader
consensus, rather than enforce a narrow or
purist ideology. I believe this despite my
own tendency, on occasion, to dismiss
approaches that are reformist.

I worry, however, that moderate ap-
proaches are doomed. Reason and princi-
ples are being observed by only one side -
- the side which speaks for the trees.

[ didn’tever think thatcivility in Canada
would deteriorate to the point where our
country would send troops overseas to join
an international terrorist action against
civilians. [ didn’t think we would ever
again invoke the War Measures Act (orit’s

gitimate point of view, in

public on national televi-

sion, and in so doing in-
crease his popularity rating.

[ feel naive 1n retrospect and I'm dis-
mayed that [ seem to be trapped in an age
when [I'm frequently isolated politically
from the people around me. | grew up in a
company town where denial is the princi-
pal means of survival. I thought that this
was a special case, that there was an
unusual concentration of people who were

deliberately ignorant, who refuse to facee

the obvious problems, and the obvious lies
that are around them.

[ have learned otherwise and have de-
cided that Canada is one big company
town, with all the same characteristics --
absentee multinational owners, local prox-
tes who zealously guard our perpetual
economic dependence, and a fierce adher-
ence to myth over reality.

Over the past few years I've become
concerned that even if government were to
implement policies to environmentalists’

Continued on following page
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Continued from previous page In resisting even when we cannot stop the
destruction.

liking, th ‘ i on.
ng, they would be terribly unpopular with large sectors of our population. Many of our And really, I don’t think we ever are de-

contemporaries prefer, and will defend, trivial luxuries over fair distribution of resources,

Cor the return of stolen lands. Even fewer see a reason to share the wealth that continues to g 'Ihet:m; t e o decl i::%ltot 2:
be extracted not from computers or the flatulently-named “knowledge economy” but from P oot ,
: neighbours will think, and act anyway, 1s the
the forests and water and soil. e Rodl B T MR
In the face of this I have difficulty deciding what my priorities should be, although they Sy I e b :
: : S : shrugged off our years of obedience train-
have definitely begun to lean toward trying to live simply myself rather than advocating :
: ing, we have stood up and decided to stand
alternatives to others.

[ confess that I've never understood how people can keep on with one or two issues, :3:3; and no one can take that away from us,
forestry or parks or water, and keep at it so doggedly for so long, particularly in the face Tl. l 2
of constant public derision, and in the face of a global realignment, the assertion of corporate YOuTOL g nur crnhueong 1) E(.x?-
s Journal. And thank you too for your criti-
hegemony often contrary to the public good. I suppose others may have wondered the same ~ °. .
. - : : £t : cism, although it was never as frequent or
about me, how do I keep working and writing for such obviously marginal media vehicles o
like Eco-Jo 1 fierce as was probably deserved.
I've had the easy job, flitting from issue to issue as they've become “newsworthy” so ECJ
[ don't really see myself in the same group as those who slug away even when an issue
subsides from the public view. I admire these people the most because, notwithstanding my
own current pessimism, I believe their job is so critical that it helps preserves our collective

dignity. Manitoba Wildlife

[t’s important to remember this when increasingly raising a voice in protest feels like we

are only advertising our own powerlessness. Meanwhile government and industry work in Reh a b il ita tio n
tandem to dismantle even our ability to know what damage is being done. Virtual ownership

of public resources has been ceded to private corporations. This is the history of our province Orga n i za tio n
from days of the Company of One Hundred Adventurers to Louisiana Pacific. We have not

been able to stop this. |
But what we've done to expose the self-serving lies is important on its own. There is value

FUNDRAISING
DINNER

'L
!

“Free Mordecai Vannunu
SATURDAY, APRIL 27/96

Peace meetings in Winnipeg | =oreL Forr carry

Two veteran anti-nuclearactivists on tour will speak in Winnipeg during April. David Morgan,

president of Veterans Against Nuclear Arms (VANA) will meet with local peace activists on April Live and Silent Auctions
5,6, and 7. A public presentation “Hey, Just a minute! Didn't You Guys Almost Blow up the $4 5 per person

World?” will be held at the Unitarian Church (Sargent and Banning) on Saturday April 6 at 1:30.

The material for the talk is taken from Morgan’s publication “The Sixteen Nuclear Crises of the -

Cold War.” For tickets, call 883-2122
Later it in the month, Sam Day, the former editor of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, and Visa and Mastercard acc epted

coordinator of the U.S. Campaign to Free Mordecai Vannunu, will present a series of talks on

his work. Vannunu is a prisoner of conscience in solitary confinement in Israel where he once

worked as nuclear technician. Vannunu was kidnapped from Rome by

—

Isracli agents after telling a British newspaper about Israel’s secret

nuclear weapons program. He1sserving 18 years ina cell six feetby nine TALL GRASS PRAIRIE BREAD Co.

feet for alerting the world about Israel’s nuclear threat. and Deli Inc.

Sam Day has himself been imprisoned, on four occasions in state and
federal institutes, for civil disobedience at U.S. nuclear weapons A neighborhood bakery specializing in breads,
installations. His talks will be held on April 11 at noon to a luncheon cinnamon buns, muffins,cakes tortes, and pies.

group at the Unitarian Church and later in the evening to a Project All made with organically grown Prairie
Peacemakers meeting (7:30 at Westminster United Church) and on

grains ground right at the bakery.
April 12 at 7:30 to a meeting arranged by the World Federalists and > 6 it
. VANA again at the Unitarian Church. All meetings are open to the 859 Westminister Ave. Wmmp 2
public.

\ 783-5097
For more information call Cec Muldrew 452-6047

or Project Peacemakers at 775-8178.
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Waste reduction elusive goal in Manitoba

Of any environmental issue, solid waste reduction has easily received the most attention. To some extent our 0
ability to reduce or failure to reduce solid waste is an indicator of our collective progress.

So how are we doing and what should we do?

by Jan Westlund and Glen Koroluk

The mantra of “50% waste reduction by the year 2000” has  neither waste quantification nor characterization studies exist.
been embraced with religious fervour by politician, environ- Volume to Winnipeg landfills has seen a modest decrease in the 90’s
mentalist and bureaucrat alike across the nation. Established  with a further 12%-15% diversion of residential waste expected when
by the National Packaging Protocol, and endorsed by this all recycling programs, funded in part by the Manitoba Product
province’s Waste Reduction and Preven- ~ Stewardship Program (MPSP), arein place.
tion Act in 1990, it uses a 1988 baseline of Industrial/Commercial/Institutional (ICI)

refuse to landfill to set interim goals such as waste, half of the overall total, 1s not in-
20% by 1992 and 35 % by 1996. The State Of cluded, however. And there are fears the

Its guiding commandment is half of this . creation of excess disposal capacity at
WaSte RedUCtlon Rosser, with its downward pressure on

50% must be achieved by reduction at
tipping fees, would limit the 3R activities in

source and reuse (guaranteed to lessen the
use of our natural capital) while the other this sector fundamental to achieving reduc-

half is achieved through recycling (with the tion goals.
possibility of lessening the use of virgin materials when Current diminished aggregate tonnage to landfill across the prov-
diverting recoverable waste from landfill). : ince results from a blend of factors. These include rural recycling

In Manitoba, figures from the province’s STATE OF programs pursued through Manitoba Association for Regional
THE ENVIRONMENT 1995 REPORT indicate we missed  Recyclers, Winnipeg’s recycling depots, along with its leaf and yard
the national interim goal for 1992. However, government  waste composting program, the Used Tire Recovery Program (which
‘guesstimates’ suggest we achieved the ‘made in Manitoba’  has provided for the recovery of a million tires by the end of 1995) and
goal of 20% by 1995 adjusted to accommodate our slow start ~ marginal hazardous waste disposal. The results, if anything, have been
in comprehensive recycling. Supporting data is limited since  exaggerated by the dampening effect of a struggling economy. e

It’s doubtful Manitoba will surge in the home stretch to attain its
50% reduction goal unless immense effort and dollars are mobilized
to curb ICI waste and maintain current momentum: MPSP has enabled

0 . S ’ over 80% of Manitobans to participate in recycling programs. And 1t
f I 8 : has also, ac-

cording to

/Vv\ A , WRAP Officer Rod McCormick
CSYANCAY' ISV, encouraged - . Manitobans to

Bookstore & Coff. ?10” se “start thinking Comp OStlng IS seriously about
)(,O\b O ¢ O ee ® ?Na.Ste..”. in its infancy Composting

1s 1n 1ts infancy g X province-wide

Specializing in: - Vegetarian & Vegan Food YvhjleWinnipeg province- Wlde 1s awaiting an
. Ecology integrated waste minimiza-
o : « Organic Bridgehead Coffees tion plan devel- - oped by its
e L genous. ?sucs : Waste Minimization Advisory Committee. The Used Oil Management
» Radical Politics * Cappuccino & Herbal Teas Committee, a multi-stakeholder group set up by Manitoba Environ-
« Human Rights ment, 1S examining recovery incentives for used oil and filters. As well

« Smoke Free Atmosphere

a proposal torecycle Winnipeg demolition/construction waste is under
development.
None of these activities necessarily guarantees reduction at source
i or reuse (which can not be enforced under the National Packaging
» Children’s Books Open. Mo °  Wed 10 am - Spm Protocol). Clearly, most of the power to ensure meaningful reduction
. Posters & Gift Items =~ .. o i o (eg. lightweighting and package standardization) rests with manufac-
Thurs - Sat 10 am - Midnight ; . :
We do Special Orders... AR turers, usually located outside Manitoba. The same could be said for
our recycling efforts.

« Animal Liberation

+ Gay & Lesbian 94 6~ 524 1

» Alternative Fiction

O 1 A 1 b ert Streeti According to Tony Kuluk, Solid Waste Disposal Planning Engineer .,
. : : for the City of Winnipeg, “It’s difficult to make judgements on the’- @
(ln the EXChangC [)lStl’lCt) value of local [recycling] programs without factoring in a global

Continued on following page
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Continued from previous page

marketplace. Downgraded end uses (eg. used news-
papers shredded for animal bedding/plastic contain-
ers into plant pots) here may eliminate the need for
virgin material somewhere else. We simply don’t
have the means to measure such exchanges today.”

Some are beginning to view the show of over-
flowing blue boxes in Manitoba as more of an
indication of two converging trends; our continua-
tion of earth-shattering patterns of consumption and
a well-deserved guilt about wallowing in waste.

In order to reverse our patterns of consumption
and waste, both packaging and products must be s

3

priced to reflect not just recycling costs (as initiated L
by the MPSP) but the other full costs to the environ-

ment of pollution and waste due to extracting,
manufacturing, disposal and the depletion of non-
renewable resources. A daunting task.

Dr. Robert Fenton, of the University of Winnipeg
Economics Department, believes a first step towards such full-
cost accounting would be the establishment of a ‘natural capital
tax” factored against all firms using natural capital inputs. These
new taxes would eventually change current practices or filter their
way to consumers giving them pause at the cash register. Either
way, both consumers and industry would feel tangible pressure to
reduce waste.

In addition, stringent recycled content regulations are needed
to produce the real reduction in virgin stock use now absent due
to voluntary compliance and artificially low pricing of new
materials. As little manufacturing is done here, this impetus must
happen elsewhere, reinforced by the ‘natural capital tax’. Taxing
virgin materials indicates their real ecological value making
secondary material appear vastly more attractive to end users;

Green Lane of the prairies

A new Environment Canada Internet site is providing easy access
for Manitobans to information about air, weather, wildlife, pollu-
tion and water.

The new Green Lane site for the Prairie and Northern Region
joins a network of five other others operating in Halifax, Ottawa,
Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. The Green Lane carries weather
reports and forecasts for the prairies and territories, regional news
releases, brochures, department publications, reports and studies.

Users logging on to the site at http://www.mb.doe.ca will be
able to follow links to the other five sites in Canada for additional
publications, databases, and summaries of environmental legisla-
tion. Green Laneisalso adding links to other government, university
and commercial networks dealing with environmental information.
The network of sites won Environment Canada a Canadian Interet
Award for best government site in 1995.

r-----------—-------1
] The Manitoba Association of Regional Recycler’s along with |
] the Recycling Council of Manitoba host Waste Reduction |
I ’96: The 50% Solution, A Manitoba Conference and |
1 Trade Show April 26 to 27 in Portage la Prairie. i
i Contact Glen Koroluk, Coordinator 925-3777. f

"4

thus pulling recyclables through the system. At the same time,
subsidies to primary industries must be removed.

What can legislators at home do? At the very least, enshrine a
no nonsense view of limi-

tations. User fees on gar-
bage will exhort house-
holders to minimize waste
volumes.

Our400 landfills should
be rationalized rigorously
to avoid excess and envi-
ronmental degradation.
The Province ignores its
endorsement of reduction
by allowing the develop-
ment of unneeded landfill
capacity when a downward
trend in solid waste,
whether or not it meets
national goals, 1is
underway.

Jan Westlund is editor
of the "R" Report. Glen
Koroluk is Coordinator of
the Recycling Councill.

Financial Planning

Comprehensive
Personal Plans

- RRSPs

* RRIFs

* Mutual Funds

* GICs

* Life and Disabllity
insurance

* Personal Income Tax

Cartified General Accountant

119 Ruby Street
Winnlpeg, Manitoba R3G 2E1

PHONE 772-1012 FAX 775-7851
Assoclats of
Balanced Planning Investments Corp.

r ——— ——— —— - S ———
ODORLESS, EASY & TOTALLY

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

Recycle your kitchen wastes into a rich organic soil
product using the “Red Wiggler” worms

Vermicomposter is suitable for:
* Apartments e Classrooms
* Houses e Senior Homes

A VERMICOMPOSTING  deliver
“PRODUCTS & ETC 772-1200
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Nutrition forgotten in pursuit of agri-profits

Sometime during the past ten years agriculture became the “Agri-food industry.” While there has been a ‘
definite grassroots movement in Manitoba towards smaller farms, organic production and purer foods, this is

set against a background of increasing bio-engineering of plants and foods, and increasing dependence on
petrochemicals for fertilizer and pest control. In the following article an organic producer suggests we are
sacrificing health and nutrition by chasing after technological “solutions” to problems that may have never existed.

by Celia Guilford
bardest

When we first decided to beging farming organically, it was ins

response to environmental concerns. Now, years later, both the
Consumer Owned Natural Foods Grocery Store

environment and human health share top position as the reason for
this choice.

For me, the more I learn about how most food is produced and
processed, the less I am able to eat of it. We now grow most of our
own food because I want to know that it was produced in a healthy
system. Only certified organic food can give you this assurance.

In 1993, the US National Academy of Sciences reported that
residues of pesticides on food pose a real threat to the health of

children. Therea-
children’s eating
fromadults. They
types of foods and
sume higher per-
certain foods by
than adults do.
Inaconcentration
cal residue.

Also, these

The state
of food &

farming

son 1s that
patterns vary
eat fewer
thus con-
centages of
body weight
This results
of the chemi-

residue tests

For Yur Health, For Our Planet,
and For Qur Community

Open to all: Monday to Saturday 10 - 8
871 Westminster Ave,, Ph. 772-4359

T ———

hen refrigerators,
freezers and air

conditioners are serviced,
demand that CFCs are
recovered and recycled.
CFCs damage the ozone
layer.

do not take into account the “chemical soup” we are consuming. The
tests are done on one chemical at a time, but the cumulative effect
i1s not known. I believe that chemicals with which our tissues have
had no evolutionary experience should not be introduced into our
environment.

I often wonder if consumers are totally oblivious to how food is
being grown today, or if they really just don’t know enough to be
concerned. Do consumers realize, for instance, that some legumes

(dry beans, lentils & peas) and flax, and most potatoes are desiccated
with chemicals within two weeks of harvest?

Isitunderstood that anon-selective herbicide is registered for pre-

PAGE 6 » MARCH-APRIL, 1996 ¢ ECO-JOURNAL

harvest weed control, so it can be sprayed on crops to kill
weeds just prior to harvest? The crops that this use is
registered for include wheat, barley, canola, flax, lentils,
dry peas, dry beans and forage Crops.

Thus herbicide was temporarily pulled off the market
after the discovery it caused the wheat seed to be unable
to germinate after farmers were applying it incorrectly.
How do these products get registered in the first place?
How can this be healthy?

Food is supposed to provide us with nourishment. but
the nourishing qualities of food are rarely evaluated. It is
as though the consumer must be kept from discovering

that volume and price are more important considerations P
to the producer than quality and health.

Continued on next page




Passive victims of long distance food industry?

Continued from previous page
C New variet

ies of fruits and vegetables are developed accord-  insoluble uncertainties. This increases the reliance of the farmer on the
ing to how well they travel and how long they can be stored.  chemical company, because now both the seed and the chemical must be
New grain & oilseed crops are developed based on their  purchased from the same company.
resistance to certain herbicides. Why do we continue to work against Mother Nature? Are we so arrogant
So, instead of finding nutritious, tasty food, we are faced thatwehonestly believe we are doing a better job? In 1945, Sir Albert Howard
with tasteless impostors of their former selves. Mostofthe food ~ wrote “Life and the natural universe hold mystenes that will never be reduced
that is consumed in Manitoba travels an average of 2000 miles  toa formula or manufactured in a laboratory. The crucial test of real scientific
to get here. Itis grown on huge mono crop farms in places like  achievement is whether it recognises and respects the supremacy of Mother
California, where the farmers sometimes cannot even live  Earth, orignorantly attempts to substitute the false for the true.” Asa society,
where they grow their crops because the area is too toxic from  we should all take responsibility for the care of our Mother Earth. Supporting
the amounts of chemicals being used. We have a lot of mono-  and encouraging organic family farms is one way we can all show our concern.
cropping here too. As a friend of mine says - “it gives me an

eerie feeling to walk into a field of wheat that has no other plant
life in 1t™,

To quote Wendell Berry, “The industrial eater is one who % r i c kso n

no longer knows that eating is an agricultural act, who no
longer knows or imagines the connections between eating and m Oto r s Itd n
the land, and who is therefore necessarily passive and uncritical MAJOR AND MINOR AUTO REPAIRS

- in short, a victim. There is a politics of food that, like any
politics, involves our freedom. We still (sometimes) remember

194 McPHILLIPS STREET

that we cannot be free if our minds and our voices are controlled WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3E 2J9
by someone else. The condition of the passive consumer is not
a democratic condition ... The products of nature and agricul- 772-7992

ture have been made, to all appearances, the products of
industry. Both the eater and the eaten are thus in exile from
biological reality.”

Over 75 % of genetic engineering research in Canada cur-
rently focuses on making crops resistant to herbicides. The
push is from the chemical companies, who see it as an obvious
market niche. More research dollars wrongly directed. More

Coalition to Save the Elms
Spring workshop schedule

Tree Pruning like the Professionals (well, almost) -
Learn the basics of tree pruning April 23, 7 p.m. at 2799

'Roblin Blvd. /

Tree Planting at Omand's Creek Park - Come out and

help us reclaim the land! Bring a spade and wear Our P Iedge,_,.

appropriate attire. Fun, entertainment and refreshments The Manitoba Telephone System is
for the whole family! May 6, 10 a.m. Omand's Creek commilted to conducting its business in
Park (off Raglan Road at Wolseley). a manner which reflects consideration

Jor the environment and supports the

know about this threat to the elms in your neighbour- principles of sustainable development.
hood. June 14 at 7 p.m. 2799 Roblin Blvd.

Dutch Elm Disease - Learn everything you need to

Dutch Elm Revisited - Takea walk with us and learn
how to spot Dutch Elm Disease. June 28, 7 p.m. Meet
‘atRobert A. Steeen Community Centre, 980 Palmerston.
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Increasing stresses on provincial parks
by Alice Chambers

The good news is that, despite all the pressures from industry and  they list significant ecological impacts from sources inside and ‘

special interest groups, we still have Provincial Parks. outside of the parks. I think we can safely say that we have all 29 of

The bad news is that our Provincial Parks their inside and outside stresses
are under more and more stresses and should within our rovincial parks, but
properly be called Integrated Resource Man- The State Of not all within each park. The
agement Areas (IRMA) - areas which are Parks System Review reinforced

managed for a multitude of values, including
commercial forestry, mining, oil and gas
exploration and development, quarrying,
gravel pits, wild rice harvesting, minnow

Manitoba's Parks known stresses and resulted in

enlightenment about unknown
practices. Who would guess there
was minnow harvesting - particu-

harvesting, haying, grazing, trapping, hunt- larly when they scoop them from
ing, fishing, camping, wildlife viewing, swimming, canoeing, “dead lakes” (as reported by the minnow harvesters themselves)?
cottaging, motels/resorts, to name a few! All of these activities are During 1995, the pressures from forestry have increased dramati-
acceptable in IRMAs but why are all of them acceptable in cally as Louisiana-Pacific (L-P) gears up to take hardwoods out of
Manitoba’s provincial parks? Duck Mountain Provincial Park, while Repap and Pine Falls Paper -

In the yearly State of the Parks (National) from Parks Canada, Company (PFPC) continue to take softwoods out of the same Park.
While their modelling lacked credibility, the Environmental

IIIIIl..III.Ill.lllll.l..llll.lllllll a ImpaCtAssessmentforL-PdidVOiceconcemoverthe
B RN S e s vl long term sustainability of the softwood harvest.

Concerns over the western parks have increased again

with the revised forest management agreement with

Repap, in which their softwood allowance increased

Summer is coming! from 1.1 to a maximum of 1.6 million cubic metres

and a new hardwood allotment of up to 600 000 cubic

SO are the SU M M ER JO BS! metres was added. Since the agreement has the same

withdrawal limits as that for L-P (0.05 %/year) and the
same statement about logging in the parks within their
forest management area, the hope for designating
protected areas within or outside of provincial parks
looks pretty dismal.

Just to complete the allocations, PFPC plans to
more than double production so that should tie up the
whole central and northeast side in a renewed forest
management agreement and place additional pressures
on eastern parks. Logging has already occurred along

the narrow buffer along the Bloodvein, a Heritage
ECO-JOURNAL River.

Then there is mining and mining leases! As anyone

. o : S utac who looked at the parks maps will know, some of our
Manitoba's finest environmental news magazine is hiring for parksare littered with mining claims and leases, Grass

Iits door-to-door summer subscription campaign. This is one  River having the largest number with Whiteshell
great opportunity for those that need cash and want to coming close behind and Nopiming having the most
learn about the environment at the grassroots level! activity. Even Atikaki Wilderness Park has mining
leases, as well as a multitude of lodges! Manitoba has
great mining incentives with millions of dollars of

subsidies, and a mining sector that seems unaware of
WAGE PLUS! EVENINGS! EXCELLENT SUMMER JOB! the support for protected areas in the Whitehorse

Mining Initiative.

O1l and gas exploration and development are pres-
FOR AN INTERVIEW CALL 775-7542 ently restricted to Turtle Mountain andpS Druce W‘;ods
Parks. The recent announcement of further subsidies
for exploration may or may not result in further ‘<
activities in these parks. The problem with minin g and
oil and gas leases is that they are there forever. even if
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development does not occur for many years.

The mining leases may not detract from our present park

experience but they do mean that these areas cannot qualify for

/gprotected areas status, which,

-~
™

intended and as they are in all other provinces - places of refuge for
humans and wildlife, places where biodiversity and endangered
species are protected, places to get away from industrial develop-

. a ’ LOGGING PROVINCIAL PARK
a mmimum, excludes oil

HYDRC PROVINCIAL PARK

ment, places for recreation and renewal.

and gas, mining, forestry,
and hydro development.
Since there are very few ar-
eas within parks closed to
mining or oil and gas explo-
ration, the total area of the
leases will increase over time.

Gravel pitsand rock quar-
ries permanently affect —\\

The year 2000 is quickly approaching and while
Lf other provinces are producing protected areas
~7~ strategies, Manitoba is foreclosing on possibilities
}/ for reaching commitments to a network of pro-
2 teclcd areas representative of all of our natural
reglons

So, after all, what is the state of the parks in
Manitoba? In my view, they are under ever
“increasing stresses and it will take a major public

MALONEY ¢

PAR ,;5 /= outcry, ina province not known for environmen-
parks. How would people ‘ - tal avocacy, to save these parks from the stresses
know that thousands of \\L,// | et " N : to which they have been committed by our
tonnes of rock to line the 7/ | v}}*" " ! : 541 7 Eﬁ."’ W q provincial government.
huge Deacon Reservoir (1 1] LR 2 N “-‘—"‘“’ . }. ?3’;;'7. If our neighbour province of Saskatchewan
came from Whiteshell Pro- " \m’\'{\\ & < //&’/ ; o can reach the state where even salvage logging in
vincial Park? Wild rice har- »{/@:\E\;\ a\ ,'{"'\ ‘“F; VL))\// f _\,;,\‘ — W7 %+ a Park after a fire was thwarted this year, is it
vesting may seem like a < \(( \FE,/‘;& [ QJ «((©)  possible that Manitoba could reach a similar
small intrusion vs. the ma- it R e ey state?
jor industries but it is only If change is to occur, it’s up to each of us!
small if natural rice is har- MINING PROVINCIAL PARK HUNTING PROVINCIAL PARK

vested 1n a sustainable manner and water levels are not manipu-
lated and fertilizers or other chemicals are not added. Minnow
harvesting should be banned outright because it introduces
exotic species into our lakes and rivers and has the added risk
of transferring diseases.

O On the positive side, we do have four new northern parks in
which there will be no logging, mining or hydro development,
albeit with controversy over the designation and boundaries.
Nevertheless, they increased our protected areas from 0.6 %
(most of which is in Riding Mountain National Park) to 5.6 %!
The ongoing Parks System Review should result in protected
status for Atikaki Park and, if the process is to have any
credibility, for significant protected areas in other parks.
Needed attention and dollars are being put into upgrading
sewage treatment and landfill sites within parks.

Even with all of the stresses, we still have beautiful areas in
provincial parks and as long as you are unaware of the line of
sight rules around highways and canoe routes and don’t explore
too much, you could imagine you were in parks as they were

Alice Chambers is a board member for the Manitoba Chapter
of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Sociery.

ECJ

Discover

Unimaginable Wealth

Explore Voluntary Simplicity
May 11, 1996, 8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Fort Whyte Centre for Environmental

FUNDRAISING??

Keep 100% of all funds raised through collecting
reusable floral containers.

eno selling of any
product required
eenvironment benefits

A & C Recycling
& Outfitters
255-3874

Education

Tuition: $100 includes lunch and a complimentary

copy of

“Exploring Voluntary Simplicity”
by Mark Burch

discount rates for 2 or more.

For information call:
204-866-3717 or e-mail
Alex_Morrson@cc.umanitoba.ca

Living Lightly on the Earth has
1ts Rewards
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In the latter half of the last decade in the century a yawning gap
exists between Manitoba’s words and deeds in forest management.

BONES ofte FOREST

A film by Heather Frisc and Velcrow Ripper

Thursday / April 25
7:30 PM Only!

For one night only, THE CINEMATHEQUE

presents adynamically realized, poeticdocumentary
about forestry practices and the environmental
devastation in British Columbia featuring the stories
of retired loggers, protestors, native and non-native
elders, long time evironmentalists, and a former
logging executive with MacMillan Bloedel.
BONES OF THE FOREST {eatures abstract
nature imagery, time-lapse photography, blockade
confrontations, and the devastating effect on the
environment from 100 years of cut-and-run corporate

logging.
The Cinematheque

Paper trail of broken promises

There’s no doubt that individuals could do more to purchase recycled paper and reduce their useé)
of wood products, but as the following article shows, if the public is left out of the decision-making,
ignored in fact, then who is to blame for problems in the forest?
by Harvey Williams

100 Arthur Street/

While proclaiming support for the protection of biodiversity and
the rights of First Nations people, the province continues to make
forest management for profitits priority. For instance in Applying

Manitoba’s For- . ] est Poli-
cies (Guideline #2 Public
Participation The State Of (page 3))
the government declares
“we shall estab- the ForeStS lish ap-
propriate forums which en-

courage and pro- vide op-
portunity for consultation and meaningful participation indecision
making processes for all Manitobans.”

But unless the negotiations with Repap to give up 6,000 square
kilometres of its 108,000 square kilometre Forest Management
License (FML) to Louisiana Pacific could be considered public
consultation, there was none prior to the granting of Louisiana
Pacific’s FML.

The after-the-fact Clean Environment Commission hearings on
Louisiana Pacific could scarcely be called public consultation. Not
only were they an inappropriate forum, they were not meaningful
consultation. 0

Nor did public consultation precede the renewal of Repap’s
share-purchase agreement and FML in November of 1995. Worst
ofall, First Nations People, the most directly affected Manitobans,
have discovered the signing of FMLs the same way the rest of us
have, by reading about them in the newspaper.

Proof that Manitoba’s forestry policy is to maximize Allowable
Annual Cut (AAC) is the Forestry Branch’s mission statement
which reads, “other resource opportunities (will be) allowed
within designated forestry lands, so long as such opportunities

complement and do not conflict with, existing or future forest
harvesting operations.”

The government’s perception of its for-
ests 1s further revealed in The Round Table

A thank you to our business supporters

Production of Eco-Journal has been greatly assisted by the contributions
of progressive business owners in Winnipeg. Among them were Green
Earth (with stores on Corydon and Westminster); Home of Instant Printing
(at Princess and McDermot); Gavin Hay, Indigo Communication and The

Hemp Exchange.

Thank you from Eco-Journal and the Manitoba Eco-Network to:

e HOME OF INSTANT PRINTING

e THE HEMP EXCHANGE * GREEN EARTH

e GAVIN HAY, INDIGO COMMUNCIATION
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on Environment & Economy’s Workbook
on Forestry which defines Manitoba’s wood

fibre supply as “all of the standing trees in
Manitoba.”

Manitoba’s foresters calculate AAC as
the mean annual increment of wood (the
average volume of wood that grows each
year) minus 15% for natural causes such as
fire, insects, and storms. Nothing is sub-
tracted for biodiversity and other non- com-
mercial values reflecting the aforementioned
forestry policy. Withdrawals of “produc-
tive” forest lands for parks or preservation
to meet biodiversity commitments are
staunchly resisted by Manitoba’s forestry

5)



. it now turns out was in excess of the

officials.

Because most of Manitoba's parklands were created out of
provincial forests, they continue to be managed for sustained forest
harvest under the previously quoted policy. At present most of

@Y Manitoba’s accessible productive forest land is under FML to LP,

Repap, and Pine Falls Paper Company (PFPC), formerly Abitibi
Price. Together this comprises approximately 40 % of the productive
forest in the province.

The last remaining unallocated, inaccessible productive forest
land is north of Atikaki Provincial Wilderness Park. Now PFPC has
applied for an Environmental License for the first phase of an all
weather road to eventually gain access to that timber supply. The
completion of such a road would open up’Manitoba’s last remaining
large wilderness area to logging and mining and would inevitably
lead to more conflict with First Nations over land entitlements. Once
ithas an assured wood supply, PFPC hopes to construct a 1200 tonne
per day pulp mill at Pine Falls.

The process of privatizing forest management in Manitoba began
in the 1970’s, with the now infamous Manfor pulp and paper and
lumber complex at The Pas. While Manfor, a crown corporation,
created several hundred jobs, it was unable to turn a consistent profit
so after nearly two decades of subsidized operation and exemption
from environmental regulation the province began a search for a
private sector operator. One was found in 1989, when Repap
Enterprises ostensibly purchased Manfor—ostensibly purchased
because so many financial and other incentives were used to entice
Repap that an audit might show that Manitoba paid to get Manfor
off its hands ($90 million in road and highway upgrading, alone).
Be that as it may, Repap seems to have done a better job of
managing the complex than the government, by turning a modest
profit while cleaning up the environmental mess left by Manfor.
The closed-door deal included a Forest Management License
(FML) of 108,000 square kilometres containing nearly 40% of

a prairie province, 51 % is forested. Manitoba's forests are a part
of the great circumpolar boreal forest, a mosaic of spruce, jack
pine, tamarack, aspen and poplar that stretches across Canada,
Siberia and the northern reaches of Scandinavia.

Only 38% of Manitoba’s forest zone is considered “produc-.
tive” meaning it is suitable for commercial harvest and 90% of
that is owned by the province. Only 4% of Manitoba’s crown
owned forest is closed to harvest. Manitoba has disregarded a
number of provincial-federal agreements as it continues to pursue
its single-minded policy of maximizing the commercial harvest of
its forests. These agreements include:

1. The WWF Endangered Spaces Campaign which promotes
a strategy for protecting biodiversity by protecting representative
samples of Canada’s many and varied ecosystems; 2. The Canadian
Biodiversity Strategy which Manitoba helped draft and which
commits Manitoba to a strategy for the protection of biodiversity;
3.Sustainable Development: A Spedal Role for National, Pro-
vincial and Territorial Parks that calls on park lands to play a role
in restoring essential ecological processes, maintaining biological
diversity, and protecting wildlife from the adverse effects of roads
and other developments; 4.A Wildlife Policy for Canada which
expands the concept of wildlife to include all wild organisms and
their habitats and calls fora comprehensive system of protected areas
representative of all ecological types linked by wildlife migration
paths with priority to the protection of endangered or limited
habitats; and 5.0ur Parks-Showcases for Sustainable Develop-
ment which containsPrinciples to Guide Park Management "that
call for parks to preserve a comprehensive network of protected
areas, to be managed to maintain and restore essential ecological
processes and conserve biological diversity.

Taken together, these decisions and published policy statements
show that the province has left a paper trail of broken promises
through the forest.

Manitoba’s productive forest. Repap was

ECJ

to close the saw mill, and increase produc-
tion of wood pulp by 4-fold by converting
the Kraft mill to wood pulp from aspen and
building a new 1200 tonne per day pulp
mill. Bleached raw pulp was to be shipped
tothe U.S., leaving Manitoba with clearcut
forests and organochlorides (as much as 25
tonnes per day) in her streams.

The present confrontation between First
Nations at Pukatawagan and Repap is a
direct consequence of that deal. Fortu-
nately for Repap and the province, the pulp
and paper market collapsed before the ex-
pansion and conversion took place. Other-
wise, the added billion dollar debt load on
top of Repap's existing $2 billion debt
would likely have forced the company into
bankruptcy. Moreover, the expansion would
have consumed 2,400,000 m3 of softwood,
mostly spruce and 835,000 m3 of aspen
annually for a total of 3,235,000 m3 which

available AAC.
Although Manitoba 1s usually described

653 CORYDON AVE
(204) 475-6452

RECYCLAD MATARIALS /| NON-TOXIC ADEMRSIYARS
ECRNMIP ]

LEATERR-FRAR ALTERNATIVAS

GREEN EARTH

North America’s Oldest Environment Store

887 WESTMINSTER
(204)772-1404
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Intentional community based on respect for the land
Northern Sun Farm cooperative

As North Americans we have the privi-
ege of making many choices about how we
ive. For over 20 years, groups of friends
nave been chosen to visit and live on 160
acres of land south of Steinbach

by Janine Gibson

Northern Sun Farm Cooperative 1s a
limited co-op owning these 160 acres. A
smaller group within the co-op owns another
80 acres adjacent to the west, making the

gives light in the dark evenings or when the
days are cloudy.

The pattern of sunshine strongly affects
the patterns of energy use, but this in turn
reflects the aims of the people

near the villages of Sarto and Pansy.

The area 1s marshy with a rocky,
sandy soil that barely sustains the
aspen forest covering most of the
farm. White and black poplar trees,
burroak, hazelnut and choke cherry
bushes, wild plums and hawthomn

The pattern of sunshine strongly affects
the patterns of energy use, but this in
turn reflects the aims of the people who
prefer to live lightly on the earth

who prefer to live lightly on

" the earth, tending gardens or-

ganically, respecting the

strengths and rhythms of na-
ture.

Three cabins are weekend

retreat homes for nonresident

grow on wooded nidges that rise
above the marsh. There are coyotes and
deer, many rabbits and ruffed grouse and
beaver. Sandhill cranes nest in the marsh,
circling with their hauntingly beautiful cries
every spring. Ducks nest on the stream that
crosses the land.

total parcel 240 acres. There are no hydro
lines here -- the nine homes use solar power
for electricity.

The solar panels sit in clearings near the
houses collecting sunshine. Stored as elec-
tricity in deep cycle batteries, this power

members, and five of the homes
are permanent residences. Some members
have lived here for 17 years. The youngest
member i1s 17 months old, there are a total of
seven children and six adult residents.

The water for the homes flows from
pumps worked by hand or by small electric
motors recycled from vehicles.

@

* Think Globg] * Buy [gcal *
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Your one stop shop for Aromatlerssy, products”

1

* Over 90 pure essential oils and blends 1n stock
 Available 1s three sizes of amber.drop-cap bottles
» Massage grade carrier oils

» Refill service for essential/carrier oils

* Empty mixing bottles.blending vials,and supplies
 Rare and precious oils available on special order
* Bulk orders available

» Aromatherapy work-shops by appointment

2nd Floor. Johnson Terminal
The Forks
042-5800

Proud|y mianitoby gwned & Operated

T% O [C’ Cﬂ‘{/w 2% 7 ZO AN L 4/0—05

Brandon Shoppers Mall
Brandon, Manitoba
1-204-727-1345

dousS @4e5 jeuosidd anjjeurdV sy
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O Keepi;;,g Ccare of You & Mother Nature @ ‘

Saunas serve as bathhouses. Most
of the lumber in the homes was
recycled when unwanted build-
ings were taken down by small
work crewsof familiesand friends.
Recycling and using locally-avail-

Continued on following page

|
1

Experience a healing

weekend in nature at
Northern Sun Farm Co-op
(1.5 hours southeast of Wpg)

® Learn about simple living in|
an intentional community
setting.

*Gain hands-on knowledge in
solar power, organic garden-
ing, beekeeping and more.

® Enjoy a sauna, a bonfire and
raising our voices in song.

May 25-26.

$75 (negotiable) includes
meals. Camping and child
care will be available.

Call Dawn 434-6143 or
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Households autonomous but

Manitoba
@ interactive and interdependent Wildlife
Rehabilitation
Continued from previous page Organization
able resources are founding principles of the community. LET’S GET WILD RAFFLE
In 1984, the cooperative was formed and membership responsibilities and OVER $16,000 IN PRIZES
privileges were clarified. This work of community building is ongoing, and co-op Draw date is Saturday, April 27, 1996
members meet regularly to discuss policies and to make decisions about the Prizes:
collective management of the co-op. 1) 1996 Lund Fishing Boat, ‘96 Johnson ?O
Each household runs autonomously, yet there is much interaction and interde- HP outbogr d motor ‘96 Yacht Club trailer
pendence. One family runs a bakery for the co-op members and friends. Another (total retail value $7,560) :
mills grain into flour for the bakery’s use. The grain mill is powered by the Whisper 2) 1995. Starcraft fold-down camper trailer
1000 windmill standing 80 feet above the little visitor parking sign near the (retail value $5,770)
workshop. 3) Kevlar Novacraft Canoe, 2 buoy-o-buoy

life jackets, 2 paddles and a block kit (total
retail value $1,804)

4) 3-person nylon tent, 2 sleeping bags and 2
thermorests (total retail value $573)

People visit here to learn more about simple living, sustainable energy sources
and ending society’s fossil fuel addiction. They visit to be with nature, to hear the
~ silence and see the stars, to swim with friends in the pond, or pick sweet grass and

sage as aboriginal neighbours have done for years. 5) Bushnell Nature View 8 x 42 binoculars,
One meadow near the stream has a circle danced into the soil. Years of traditional bird book (total retail value $300)
dancing by the Ojibway peoples now living near Roseau River, mark their tradition Tickets are only 85 each
of sustainable harvest of the sacred medicines the earth provides. There 1s asimple Get your tickets by calling 883-2122
power and beauty in this land. Visa and Mastercard are accepted.
30,000 tickets printed
Janine Gibson is a member of the Northern Sun Farm Cooperative License No. MLC2972RF

The 50% Solution:

A Manitoba Conference
and Trade Show

Join us for this 2 day event.

for Recyclable Materials
Maximizing Diversion by
Co-Hosts: Increasing Efficiency
Recycling
Council of
Manitoba - Contracting Options for Municipalities
g Organics: The Next Challenge
|C1/Construction Wastes

Financing Waste Management Systems
Stewardship Initiatives on
Apl’" 26 to 27, 1996 Problem Wastes

. - Be a part of solving and surpassing

the 50% waste reduction target

for the year 2000 .

Workshop Topics:
Market and Business Opportunities
Product Stewardship in Canada
Innovations in Collection

Manitoba
Westward V"lage Inn Pollution Prevention: The First Step
Portage la Prairie, MB Special Workshop Series:

Association

of Regional

. Recyclers Manitoba Product Stewardship Program
For further information, please contact the Recycling with Manitoba Multi-Material
Councilof Manitoba, Inc., at#925-3777 or fax #942-4207 Stewardship Board

— - S e . e —————— —a— —
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Continued from page 1

period water use for mining and manufacturing
was down, but water use for agriculture and
thermal power generation (coal, gas-fired and
nuclear plants) increased by 12.1and 11. lper
cent respectively.

There are signs however that the upward

curve in consumption is levelling off.
Duane Gniffin, who isin charge of water

historical levels. Industrial and commercial
consumption has been declining by about 3 per
cent per year, although at least some of that is
attributable to the loss of manufacturing and
food processing businesses in the city.

The reductions on the residential side are

Utilities report small steps towards
conservation produce large benefits

equipment to detect leaks on water main valves.

In energy use, Manitoba Hydro 1s known to
be exceeding its targets for conserving electric-
ity and is postponing construction of new
generating capacity --new dams -- well into the
next century. Hydro’sPowersmart program 1s
a combination of public education and occa-
sional incentives to reduce consumption, such

as rebates on block heater imers.

conservation programs for the City of
Winnipeg's Waste Waterworks and
Dispcsal Department says that fore-

casted inCreases in water consumption -

1990 =
1995 =

Average residential natural gas consumption
3403 cubic metres
3170 cubic metres

Centra Gas, which provides natu-
ral gas to Winnipeg and several other
communities in Manitoba has been
expanding its market here by adding
trunk lines to its gas distribution sys-

-residential and commercial/institutional
— have failed to materialize.
Histonically, residential water use has in-
creased by about two per cent per year, but has
instead remained level through the period from
1990to 1994. It was declining in 1991 already,
and then after the hot summers of '93 and '94
water consumption didn’t come back to the

PRINTING

74 Princess Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1K2
(Corner of Princess and McDermot)

COMMERCIAL QUICK PRINTERS

SN N N N N D D N N N I e
I- » offset printing * publications » carbonless forms ¢

I . letterhead -+ flyers » brochures -+ business cards I
' - booklets « 4-colour process printing » postcards * manuals ¢ I
» envelopes * catalogues * programs -« |abels * newsletters ¢
I » tags » cerloxing » collating « folding + stitching ¢ drilling * l
' - perforating * numbering * booklet making « direct mail l

» quick printing « color laser copying *
l « social tickets * fax service * laminating * . I
' . invitations » memo pads + high speed copying® I
» layout and design + desktop publishing -

Fax 956-5595
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due partly to conservation measures by the City
and by individuals in installing low flow tap
kits, and fixing leaks etc.

The City's goal had been to “deflect” the
increases by five percent by 1997 and a further
five per cent by 2005 in order to avoid expand-
ing the infrastructure, particularly a costly

twinning of the city's
aqueduct from Shoal
[ake. TheCityis now
on pace to save more
like 15 per cent, al-
though Gnffin says
“we can't take credit
for all of that in water
conservation.”

New plumbing
codes 1n other prov-
Inces are starting to
havean effecthere, as
six litre toilet tanks,
for example, become
the standard for manu-
facturers responding
tostricter codes in On-
tario and British Co-
lumbia

And notwithstand-
ing publicity about
letting the water run
toavoid freezing pipes
in certain areas of the
city this winter, Grif-
fin says that the city
itself has saved sig-
nificant amounts of
water by installing

tem.

According to Jeanett Richter, the compa-
ny's Communications Coordinator, “residen-
tial sales volume has remained level” since
1990. “It’s interesting because we added about
2500 (new) customers.”

She saysthat after factoring in changes in the
customer base and adjusting for vanations in
weather from year to year, there has been better
thana one per cent per year decline in average

consumption by residential customers since’

1990.

In 1990 the average residential use by Centra
Gas customers was 3403 cubic metres, while
the 1995 average was 3170 cubic metres.
That’s close toa seven per cent reduction over
five years.

Some of the decrease in use is due to
conservation measures, such as installation of
new windows, caulking and weatherstripping,
set back thermostats etc. But the most signifi-
cant factor is probably increased efficiency
in appliances, particularly furnaces. Many
Centra Gas customers have moved to high or
mud-efficiency furnaces, and for new homes,

conventional gas furnaces are no longer
available.

In one respect the results in water and
energy conservation are heartening. They
show that individuals are responding, even
where incentives have been slight. But they
also point out how easily Canadians can turn
around our reputation as the world’s worst
wasters of water and one of the biggest
energy spenders in the world. 5

We've got a long way to go, but at least
we've set a course inthe right direction.

ECJ




Astroturf crawl

A new term has been coined to describe
‘hony " grassroots™ organizations set up to

. eﬂfact effectiveenvironmental protection leg-
|§lanon. According to the story “Public rela-
tions and private interests,” an excerpt from
“Toxic Sludge is Good for You” in

toba Stewardship Program may have deliv-
ered a wrong message when it delivered its
blue boxes in the City of Winnipeg. She
writes in the R Report that “feedback from
many citizens indicates thatnow that they’re
part of the Stewardship Program, they feel
their environmental responsibility is com-

because participants were told that “all
existing resource commitments such as
logging and mining in parks will be hon-
oured.”

The sorest point between parks/wilder-
ness/forests activists is the Duck Moun-
tain Provincial Park which i1s devoted

almost entirely to Louisiana

the Winter edition of Earth Island
Journal, these supposed third party
defenders of agrochemicals and min-
Ing in federal reserve lands, are re-
ferred to as the “astroturf” movement
in Washington.

The excerpt provides an overview
of the efforts of public relations at
greenwashing from the first attacks
against Rachel Carson to the sabotage
practised against Jeremy Rifkin’s Beyond Beef
tour, in which people pretending to be Rifkin’s
publicist cancelled or rescheduled appoint-
ments with media representatives.

The article, and the book, rely on secret
memos and frank off-the-record-type state-
ments about strategy by public relations
company executives.

Check the same issue for a story about the
“Earth’s Least Wanted” congressional rep-
resentatives and senators who are in the
.»ocket of big forest products, oil and chemi-

cal companies. Idaho Rep. Helen Chenoweth
got a dishonourable mention for her public
statement to the effect that if “a species goesout
of existence every 20 seconds ... surely a new
species must come into existence every 20

seconds.” Hmmm, speaking of endangered

species ...

Planetary bigshots

Alternatives editor Robert Gibson has an
idea that the species we should be emulating 1s
the much maligned forehead mite. He says the
forehead mites are rarely photographed or
discussed, scientifically or otherwise, because
they have “no noticeable effects, positive or
negative.” His editorial “Now that we are
significant” suggests that we need to move
from a “parasitical existence that 1s killing our
host to a more compliant and cooperative
symbiotic relationship that does something
good for nature.”

End of the line

Recycling Council of Manitoba presi-
dent Alex Morrison worries that the Mani-

plete.” She decries the lack of public edu-
cation attached to the program to indicate
that waste reduction, and only waste reduc-
tion, will develop “a more sustainable

economy.”

Missed opportunity

TREE president and one-man multi-
stakeholder Harvey Williams dissects the
province's parks consultation in the March
edition of the Manitoba Naturalists Soci-
ety Bulletin. His conclusion is that the
process is more than little flawed primarily

P-';S’ TIME FOR YET ANOTHER LOOK AT ¥OW THE
NEWS WORKS..STEP ONE: A CORPoORATION
ime" HAS BEEN CAUGHT ENGAGING IN SOME

ILLEGAL OR UNETHICAL ACT HIRES A PUSBLIC
| RELATIONS FIRM...

- ——

WELL--8Y TiE
NME WE'RE
THROUGH, THEY'LL
TH'ANK YOU FoR
17T

PEQPLE ARE UPSET
BECAUSE WE'VE

BEEN DUMPING TOX-
1€ SLUDGE INTD NME
WATER sSUPPLY!

...AS WELL AS SENDING OUT SLICKLY-PRODUCED
“YIDEQO NEWS RELEASES"” WHICH MANY CASH~-
STRAPPED LOCAL NEWS DEPARTMENTS AIR
VIRTUALLY UNEDITED...GIVING CORPORATE
PROPAGANDA THE APPEARANCE oF OBUEC-
TIVE REPORTIIIG;

_.AND 50 YOU SEE, TOXIC SLUDGE 15
ACTUALLY QUITE 600D FOR YOU !

-' » .
)

Ll @ -

REREAD

compiled by Toby Maloney

[STEP TWo: TME PR, FIRM PROCEEDS TO MANI-

STEP THREE: PUBLIC OPINION 1S SWAYED BY

THIS ONSLAUGHT OF MEDIA MANIPULATION MAS*
QUERADING AS HEWS...SINCE, AS P.R,FIRMS
WELL UNDERSTAND, ANY LIE REPEATED oF-
rsz ENCUGH BEC(DMES TRVE...

| Pacific’s wood supply “and
the rest is dotted with cot-
tages and recreation sites.
Even a postage stamp size
area labelled “Ecological
Protection: is marked with
two gravel pits” on the maps
used for the consultations.

Williams calls for a proc-
ess that will “recreate our
provincial park system”™ rather than pro-
vide a “guarantee of protection for those
who are currently using our parks for
economic gain.”

Ecological footpnnt

Green Teacher offers a great exercise
for students or groups in its latest 1ssue, a
good outline of how to calculate ecologi-
cal footprint. That’s the land that would
be required to support our current life-
style forever. Includes great background

material. by Tom Tomorrow

PULATE PUBLIC OPINION 1IN A VARIETY CF
DEVIOUS, UNDERHANDED WAYS-- SUCH AS
ANONYMOUSLY PLANTING OP-ED PIECES IN
THE NATION'S NEWSPAPERS...

-

T CAN'T IMAGINE WAY
WE EVER \NORRIED
ASOUT TOUXIC SLUDSK '
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'OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE"
10:30 pm Mondays starting April 8 and 8 pm

Saturdays starting April 13 on VIDEON CABLE 11

sponsored by:

- . Videon
l*l Environment  Environnement LT 77

{ ,:V'/:/ y |
Canada Canada T it

g

The Manitoba Eco-Network, P.O. Box 26007
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4K9

A supporting membership includes a subscrip-

: : tion to Eco-Journal as well as notice of events
Sign me up as a member of the Manitoba Eco-Network and regular updates on issues and is open to any

Enclosed is a cheque for: individual.

() $25 Supporting member (individuals)

($30 Group membership

(O$50 Other organizations (businesses, government departments
and corporations that do not otherwise qualify for group membership)

[’m also enclosing a donation of to help with your public education activities.
[Charitable tax receipts available for amounts over the cost of membership]

Total Amount enclosed

I'm interested in volunteering for the Eco-Network. Please call me! &

Name(s)

Group (if applicable) Telephone # ()
Mailing address Postal Code
Area(s) of interest Volunteer skills

Group members are entitled 1o nominate representatives Jor a position on the Eco-Network Steering Committee. Group membership is
open to any non-governmental, non-profit group which has as one of its objectives the enhancing or furthering of environmental quality

protecting the environment or en vironmental education.
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WE'RE ON THE MOVE !!!

After April 15, 1996, look for Manitoba Eco-
Network and the Recycling Council of Manitoba
(end of April) sharing office space at:

/0 Albert St. (2nd fl.)
Wpg. R3B 1E7

Call us at 947-6511 (fx: 947-6514) or visit our
Environmental Resource Centre



